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Greek Economy Shows Growth 


Greece enjoyed one of its best post- 
war periods in 1955. Economic activity 
expanded on nearly all fronts, paral- 
leling and profiting from the expan- 
sion that took place in many Western 
countries. 

Gross national product in real terms 
probably rose by 6 to 7 percent. Im- 
ported and domestic goods were plen- 
tiful and many more tourists took 
advantage of improved travel facil- 
ities and lower costs in Greece. 

Political stability contributed to this 
economic improvement during most 
of the year, but unsettling influences 
were felt as the year progressed. How- 
ever, the economic policies of the 
Papagos regime set the pattern for 
the full calendar year. 

Salient features of the Govern- 
ment’s economic policy included con- 
tinued emphasis on economic develop- 
ment as a means of improving the 
standard of living; utilizdtion of 
Government-sponsored foreign sup- 
plier credits to finance major invest- 
ment projects; decision to postpone 
settlement of Greece’s external public 
debt; continued reliance on U. S. eco- 
nomic aid to provide budget support; 
continuation of the liberal import pol- 
icy as a partial offset to internal in- 
flationary pressures; continued agri- 
cultural price support programs and 
export financing of farm products; 
new progressive income tax legislation 
to improve the incidence of the tax 
burden; imposition of higher import 
duties for revenue purposes and to 
protect local industry; and action 
seeking relief from certain commit- 
ments under the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade. 


Trade Deficit Drops 


Terms of trade improved and Greece 
achieved a near equilibrium in its bal- 
ance of payments. Its international 
accounts caused a deficit, exclusive 
of U. S. counterpart-generating aid, 
of $9 million in 1955, compared with 
$41 million in 1954. Record exports 
and net invisible earnings more than 
counterbalanced a substantially high- 
er level of imports, as compared with 
1954. This development in Greece’s 
international accounts confirmed the 
wisdom of the Government’s trade 
liberalization policy, which was a ma- 
jor factor in retarding monetary ex- 
pansion. 

However, the Government could not 


eliminate internal inflationary pres- 
sures; such an objective per se was not 
one of its goals. The Central Admin- 
istration’s receipts from Greek re- 
sources fell short of expenditures by 
about one-sixth. The 1955-56 budget, 
presented to Parliament in December, 
forecast a continuation of deficit 
spending. Counterpart drachmae gen- 
erated by U. S. aid cover part of these 
budget deficits. The fact that aid also 
contributes to a buildup in foreign- 
exchange assets prevents these drach- 
mae from making an effective counter- 
inflationary contribution to the budget. 


Substantial sums were spent on a 
variety of important investment proj- 
ects, which accounted in part for the 
Central Administration deficit. On the 
other hand, major work on several of 
the Government’s principal invest- 
ment projects was not expected to 
begin until 1956. Among these are the 
petroleum refinery near Athens, where 
ground was broken in December; the 
Ptolemais lignite project; and the 
Megdova hydroelectric and land de- 
velopment project, on which prelimi- 
nary work has begun. 


Competition Causes Difficulties 


Some sections of the economy, nota- 
bly the textile industry, experienced 
difficulties because of price and credit 
competition from imported products. 
Local industry also suffered from 
higher production costs caused largely 
by increased taxes on petroleum prod- 
ucts. Industrial activity in general 
was on the upgrade in the early 
months of the year but leveled off 
after midyear. Some plants laid off 
workers as industrial output slumped. 


Employment in the construction in- 
dustry also fell in the last quarter as 
building activity declined seasonally 
following the high level of new proj- 
ects early in the year. 


Increased unemployment followed 
the steady pressure from the working 
classes for higher wages and salaries. 
Labor had received minimum wage 
increases effective January 1, 1955, and 
civil servants obtained a 10—percent 
salary raise in April. However, the 8-9 
percent increase in the cost of living 
in 1955 impelled all groups to continue 
to press for wage and salary in- 
creases. 

Currency in circulation increased 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 


constantly abreast of developments. 


in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field OfficéS follow: 
“eae N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8t. 


pomen 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., ti? Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End "Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, IIL, 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce 8t. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville ; Fia., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 

nem = , * Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

32, Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 17, N.Y., 10 E. 45th 8t. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 1015 Chestnut 8t. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth 8t. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse, 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City i, Utah, 222 4 Py St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. : 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 


Governmen 
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Most Lines of Business Gain Greatly 





Cuban Economic Improvement Intensified 


The marked improvement in the Cuban economy which characterized 
1955 was intensified in the first quarter of 1956. 

Production of the sugar crop proceeded satisfactorily, and marketing 
prospects remained reasonably promising. Most lines of business gained 
significantly over the corresponding period last year, private construc- 


tion activity continued to boom, and 
plans progressed for further expansion 
in minerals and petroleum. National 
revenue collections increased greatly, 
and indications were that the national 
budget would be virtually balanced 
this year for the first time since 1951- 
52. 

The long-range business outlook 
was darkened principally by the cur- 
rent heavy spending of public funds 
and poor prospects for the sugar in- 
dustry’s growth, 

Data on trade and production vol- 
umes, revenue collections,  social- 
security receipts, and banking opera- 
tions point to a further substantial 
rise in national income in the first 
quarter of 1956. Estimates of 1955 na- 
tional income and gross national 
product by the National Bank have 
been revised upward to about 1.9 
billion and 2.3 billion pesos, respec- 
tively. In comparison, on a seasonally 
adjusted basis, national income in the 
first quarter of 1956 is estimated at an 
annual rate in excess of 2 billion pesos, 
about equal to or possibly slightly 
above the 1952 record. 

With sugar production moving into 
full swing, it was estimated that un- 
employment and underemployment in 
the quarter declined seasonally from 
about 550,000 to about 200,000 workers. 
The latter figure represents about 9 
percent of the labor force and is con- 
sidered a minimum figure in Cuba, 
where chronic unemployment and 
underemployment remain a significant 
economic problem. 

Sugar Crop Proceeds Normally 

Several mills had completed sugar 
production by early April, some pro- 
ducing high-test molasses from sur- 
plus cane. Advance sales of 210 
million gallons of high-test molasses 
have been made, but some doubt 
exists whether enough surplus cane 
will be available to produce that 
volume. Cane acreage has been re- 
duced steadily since 1953 when sugar 
production was restricted, and, with 
a modest sugar-output increase au- 
thorized this year, many mills have 
little or no extra cane available for 
high-test molasses, production of 
which provided a significant boost to 
the economy last year. 

About 70 percent of the 4.6 million 





Spanish long tons of sugar authorized 
for 1956 had been produced by the 
end of the quarter, and a large part 
already had been exported. About 
two-thirds of those exports went to 
the United States; the Soviet Union 
was the second most important mar- 
ket followed by the United Kingdom. 
The generally satisfactory sugar- 
marketing situation also extended to 
blackstrap molasses; almost 200 mil- 
lion gallons were sold for export or 
assigned for domestic use by the end 
of the quarter. 


The winter-vegetable crop has been 
relatively successful this year, as frost 
damage in Florida and other South- 
ern United States has given rise to 
strong demand in the American 
market. More than 10,000 metric tons 
of tomatoes were shipped North dur- 
ing the first quarter, almost double 
last year’s volume. Cucumber exports 
also increased substantially, and okra, 
green-pepper, and eggplant ship- 
ments were satisfactory. 


Retail, Wholesale Trade Good 


Retail and wholesale trade in gen- 
eral in the first quarter was very good, 
gains averaging perhaps 10 percent 
over the like period last year. Al- 
though monthly volume in depart- 
ment stores was well below the holi- 
day peak in December, improvement 
was satisfactory considering the time 
of year. Consumer demand was strong 
for electrical equipment and appli- 
ances, automobiles and trucks, tires, 
chemicals and pharmaceuticals, food- 
stuffs, textiles, and petroleum prod- 
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machinery was affected adversely by 
the seasonal letdown in the Govern- 
ment’s public-works program. 

The private-construction boom, 
which has provided major support to 
the national economy for the past 2 
years, continued strong during the 
quarter. Concern that the private-con- 
struction boom might collapse through 
overbuilding of large, cooperative 
apartment units has diminished as 
emphasis has shifted to suburban de- 
velopment with a relatively large 
volume of single-unit houses. The 
supply of construction materials, 
which was becoming critical at the 
end of 1955, improved moderately by 
the end of March. 


In response to increased demand, 
the cotton and rayon textile mills in- 
creased production during the quarter. 
Mill inventories were reduced and the 
domestic textile industry is now in the 
strongest position it has enjoyed in 
the past 3 or 4 years. 


Mineral Mining To Expand 


Production of metallic minerals con- 
tinued at approximately 1955 levels, 
and developments pointed to signifi- 
cant future expansion. An American 
company announced that it would in- 
vest at least $40 million in developing 
nickel and cobalt at Moa Bay in 
Oriente Province. Indications were 


‘ (Continued on Page 22) 





Japanese Consultants To 
Study Indian Industry 


An organization known as Japan 
Industrial Consultants, sponsored by 
the Indo-Japanese Friendship Associ- 
ation, began operations at Bangalore, 
India, on March 22. Its main func- 
tions will be: To study conditions in 
India and suggest suitable indus- 
tries which may be started in dif- 
ferent parts of the country; to ar- 
range for the services of Japanese 
technicians, if required, to start new 
industries; and to develop Indo-Japan- 
ese trade and commerce by arranging 
for the sale of Japanese products 
which are not manufactured in India 
and finding a suitable market in 
Japan for Indian cottage industry 
products. 

The Government of Mysore State 
is considering a proposal to send some 
of its officers to Japan to study small- 
scale industries and has stated that it 
would encourage private individuals 
to visit Japan for similar purposes. 
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South African Budget Given 


The Union of South African budget for the year ended March 31, 
1957, providing for an increase in expenditures but essentially continu- 
ing the Government’s conservative and anti-inflationary fiscal policy. 
was presented to Parliament on March 15. 

It calls for total expenditures of £276.95 million for ordinary Govern- 


ment operations and of £95.7 million 
for capital works “loan account” ex- 
penditures. Original estimates of ex- 
penditures in the 1955-56 period 
amounted to £259 million on ordinary 
account and £90.3 million: on loan 
account. 

Notwithstanding higher budgeted 
expenditures, favorable revenue esti- 
mates for the current year permitted 
the Government to propose several 
tax concessions designed to increase 
savings and production rather than 
consumption. These concessions in- 
clude: Raising exemption from super 
tax on personal income from £1,775 
to £2,300; reducing taxes on gold 
mining through a change in the tax 
formula; providing certain corporate- 
tax exemptions designed to encourage 
industrial efficiency and expansion of 
plant and equipment; and raising tax 
exemptions for gifts and allowances 
for children. It is estimated that these 
concessions will involve a reduction in 
tax receipts of some £4 million. 


Revenue Receipts High 


Total revenue receipts still are ex- 
pected to exceed expenditures and to 
yield an operating surplus of £1.4 mil- 
lion, exclusive of an additional £15 
million which, though listed as an ex- 
penditure on ordinary account, is ac- 
tually earmarked for crediting to the 
loan account. Consequently, the over- 
all budget provides for a substantial 
operating surplus—a feature which is 
consonant with past South African 
fiscal policies. 

Capital works expenditures, as bud- 
geted in the loan account in the 
amount of £95.7 million, will be direct- 
ed toward carrying forward various 
public improvement projects notably 
in the fields of housing, power, trans- 
portation, forestry, and irrigation. 
Traditionally, such expenditures are 
defrayed from internal and external 
loans. However, recent budgets have 
attempted to meet a larger proportion 
of loan-account expenditures from 
surpluses carried over from the reg- 
ular revenue budget and internal bor- 
rowings in the form of drawings on 
Government trust and deposit ac- 
counts. These combined sources are 
expected to amount to approximately 
£85 million, while an additional £6 
million is to be obtained from draw- 
ings on the outstanding loan from the 
International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development. 

In his formal budget speech to Par- 
liament, the Minister of Finance placed 
primary emphasis on the need for in- 


4 





flationary pressure control. In addi- 
tion to the general considerations 
applicable in all countries, he pointed 
out that South Africa has a special 
reason to curb inflation—the gold- 
mining industry, which is so import- 
ant to the country’s economy, operates 
under a fixed price for its product. He 
appealed for restraint on salary and 
wage increases in the gold-mining in- 
dustry, pointing out that such in- 
creases may have harmful inflationary 
effects unless accompanied by corre- 
sponding increases in productivity. 


Credit Policy Defended 


The Minister’s presentation placed 
a little less emphasis on the need for 
incentives for increased production 
and saving. He pointed out that in- 
dustrial and other development in a 
growing country like South Africa de- 
pends in a large measure on the avail- 
ability of risk capital, which in turn 
must come principally from the higher 
income brackets. He mentioned that 
the pronounced increase in domestic 
saving has tended to diminish the 
country’s dependence on foreign capi- 
tal. 


He defended the prevailing restric- 
tive policies regarding bank credit, 
for which he attributed primary re- 
sponsibility to the South African Re- 
serve Bank. He explained, however, 
that restriction of credit for current 
production was not intended. It was 
for the purpose of making more funds 
available for financing current pro- 
duction that the banks were requested 
to restrict credit extension for con- 
sumption and for long-term capital 
purposes. He added that financing for 
fixed-capital purposes should in gen- 
eral take the form of equity capital or 
long-term borrowing rather than 
borrowing from the commercial banks. 
He also announced certain further in- 
creases in interest rates on savings 
funds. 


The Minister announced the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to seek increased 
Reserve Bank powers. He said a bill 
would be introduced empowering the 
Reserve Bank, with the approval of 
the Treasury, to prescribe when neces- 
sary certain additional minimum re- 
serves for the commercial banks. This 
would, in effect, establish a modern 
system of flexible minimum-reserve 
requirements for the commercial 
banks, superimposed on the existing 
fixed requirement of 10 percent of 
demand deposits and 3 percent of time 


to Parliament 


deposits prescribed by the Banking 
Act oi 1952. 

On import control, he pointed out 
that, although at times it may be a 
necessary expedient, it does not pro- 
vide a real solution for a balance-of- 
payments problem because it does not 
remove the real cause of the trouble. 
He stated also that even if the recent 
increase in the British bank rate may 
impose some additional strain, the 
Reserve Bank’s gold and foreign-ex- 
change holdings still afford a satis- 
factory safety margin and that the 
existing and proposed credit controls 
should be sufficient. 

With regard to tax policies, the 
Minister said that he personally 
favored adoption of the pay-as-you- 
earn (PAYE) system and had hoped 
to introduce legislation during the 
present session which would combine 
PAYE and a simplified tax structure. 
Unfortunately, however, because of 
the general manpower shortage and 
for other reasons, he stated that it 
would not be practicable to introduce 
the system at present.—U. S. Emb., 
Pretoria. ' 


Britain Starts Return 
Of Lend-Lease Silver 


The United Kingdom has begun the 
return of the 88 million ounces of 
silver borrowed from the United 
States during World War II under 
lend-lease arrangements, the British 
Treasury has announced. 

The silver borrowed is scheduled to 
be completely returned by April 1957. 
The special provisions made for han- 
dling the lend-lease operations in 
silver’ provided for the return in kind 
of the silver within 5 years of the end 
of the war, officially April 1952, the 
date on which the U. S. peace treaty 
with Japan was signed. 

Most of this silver is no longer 
available, having been used during 
the war by British industry in the 
manufacture of photographic film 
and the soldering and wiring of spe- 
cial equipment. To obtain the silver 
for this obligation, the British Mint 
has been extracting it from silver 
coins withdrawn from circulation. 
These coins, which were those issued 
after 1920, were half silver and are 
being replaced by similar denomina- 
tions made of a cupro-nickel alloy. 

At current prices, the value of the 
silver being returned would be about 
£29 million, or $81.2 million. 








Cuban egg imports total approxi- 
mately 6.5 million dozens annually, or 
about half its domestic requirements, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. Gains Position 
As Jordan's Supplier 


The United States moved from third 
to second place as a supplier of goods 
to Jordan in 1955, the United King- 
dom remained in first place, and 
Western Germany was third. 


Jordanian imports during 1955 
totaled 27,058,453 Jordanian dinars (1 
Jordanian dinar of 1,000 fils=US$2.80) 
as compared with 7,217,985 dinars in 
1954. The statistics for 1954, however, 
are not comparable +o those for 1955, 
since the figures for the former year 
did not include military imports. An- 
other major element in Jordanian 
imports in 1955 was the arrival of 
large quantities of project-type equip- 
ment made available by the United 
States as special economic develop- 
ment assistance. 


The accompanying table shows the 
value of imports into Jordan in 1954- 
55 from the nine largest suppliers: 


[Value in million dinars] 


Country of origin 1954 1955 
rere Ce 3.1 5.2 
tt Pn” «too casenenes eee 19 28 
i VRE ccccvessdcoctwese 1.1 2.3 
Sn. Vib on en det Bibs b0¢ eee vebuaees 2.2 18 
DT, C0 seseemhon menses tenseee 1.0 1.6 
i. dso ees becsnetevedseerasel 0.7 1.0 
Lebanon, not including transit 

ID od.» nu.c.unte wide tdi a 08 0.9 
Dy bs vac vecst bees eesee bere - OS 08 
PM Sic0cecUduaedecdsoubeees 0.02 0.8 


1Imports of goods in transit through Leb- 
anon in 1955 totaled 2.2 million dinars and in 
1954, 2.3 million dinars. 


West Germany made the most 
noticeable improvement in its trade 
position in Jordan by competing suc- 
cessfully in a wide range of com- 
modities. Lebanon retained its 1954 
position through continued reexports 
to Jordan, while Australia’s gain as a 
supplier was due to that country’s 
favorable competitive position in 
wheat and wheat flour. 


From September 1954 to the end of 
1955 payments for imports under the 
U. 8. special economic assistance pro- 
gram amounted to $3,334,647. Pro- 
curement was on a world-wide basis. 
Since the foreign-exchange value was 
available in dollars, banking and simi- 
lar charges tended to increase the cost 
of goods procured outside the United 
States. Goods supplied were all of the 
essential types. 

The U. S. Development Assistance 
Agreement stimulated a number of 
Jordanian merchants to seek new con- 
tacts in the United States, to take ad- 
vantage of new dollar resources.—U. 8S. 
Emb., Amman. 





Belgian milk production in 1955 set 
& new record of 8,283.2 million pounds, 
a 1.5 percent increase over 1954 and 
almost 6 percent over 1953, according 
- the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ure. 
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lran Has Good Economic Year; 
Oil Production Exceeds Goals 


Iranian economy generally showed good progress during 1955. 

Oil production was ahead of schedule, foreign-exchange reserves were 
increased, the rise in the cost of living was arrested, and the exchange 
rate was relatively stable; the Government’s internal borrowing posi- 
tion improved, agricultural production was about normal, and business 


was relatively good. 

The budgetary deficit remained 
about $5 million a month and prom- 
ises to remain so in 1956, despite the 
allocation of a portion of oil revenue 
for decreasing the deficit. A develop- 
ment plan is still largely on the draw- 
ing boards. . 

In the year—January 29, 1955, to 
January 29, 1956—the companies op- 
erating Iran’s oil industry under the 
consortium agreement, namely the 
Iranian Oil Exploration and Produc- 
ing Co. and the Refining Co., man- 
aged not only to meet their guaran- 
teed quota of crude production of 
17.5 million cubic meters and a refin- 
ery output of 10 million cubic meters, 
but to exceed each goal by slight 
margins. 

Iran’s foreign-exchange income 
from oil. operations since resumption 
of oil production in October 1954 ap- 
proximated $145 million by the end of 
1955. Oil revenues continued to go to 
the Plan Organization (government 
development agency) for development 
purposes and to the National Iranian 
Oil Co. (NIOC) for capital expendi- 
tures and to subsidize domestic sales of 
petroleum products. 

No new drilling or exploration activi- 
ties were undertaken by the Iranian 
Oil Exploration and Producing Co., 
but according to plans, geological ex- 
ploration will begin after mid-1956. 
The company has hired an American 
firm, Santa Fe Drilling Co., to conduct 
its exploration and drilling program. 


Activities Resumed 


Activities of the Iran Oil Co., an 
agency of the NIOC responsible for 
exploration and production in areas 
outside the consortium agreement, 
were resumed in November in the Qum 
area, following the signing in Septem- 
ber of a letter of intent between the 
company. and the American firm, 
Drillex Co. of Nevada. 


Between June and October the for- 
eign-exchange position of the Bank 
Melli deteriorated to the point where 
it was announved on October 3 that 
additional letters of credit for im- 
ports would not be opened until fur- 
ther notice. Foreign-exchange hold- 
ings dropped from $31.2 million on 
June 23 to a low of $1.4 million on 
October 16. The critical period end- 
ed on October 29 when the Plan Or- 
ganization sold £4 million, or $11.2 mil- 
lion, to the bank in response to an 
urgent appeal from the Governor. 
Chiefly because of this transaction, 





the bank’s holdings increased to $14.6 
million on November 8 and the bank 
was able to relax its restrictions on 
the sale of exchange for category I 
(essential) imports. 

As of December 31, the balance of 
commercial foreign-exchange certifi- 
cates available at the bank was 
$10.6 million, and it was expected that 
normal foreign-exchange sales to the 
bank would see it safely through 1956. 

On August 3 the Bank Melli an- 
nounced an automatic reduction in its 
commercial and noncommercial rial 
selling rate from 79.5 rials to 76.5 rials 
per dollar. The Bank’s buying rate 
continued unchanged at 75 rials per 
dollar. 


Budget Deficit Continues 


Despite efforts to control expendi- 
tures and increase revenues, the budg- 
et deficit continued into the second 
half of 1955. In the budget for the 
year beginning March 1956, the deficit 
is estimated at $53 million. 

Certain sectors of the country’s busi- 
ness were in a depressed state 
throughout 1955. A wave of depression 
among some merchants and a so-called 
“bazaar crisis” in Tehran and most 
large cities were caused by the tempo- 
rary suspension of foreign exchange 
sales by the Bank Melli overstocking 
of certain imported goods, a decrease 
in demand for these and certain other 
items, a decline in exports, high rates 
of interest demanded by bazaar 
money lenders, and overcommitments 
by some local merchants on the basis 
of promissory notes. Despite these dis- 
locations, sales of luxury goods such as 
automobiles, radios, refrigerators, oil 
heaters and stoves, and even tape re- 
corders were excellent. Oil heaters 
and refrigerators reportedly enjoyed 
their best markets in history. 


U. S. Leading Supplier 

Preliminary figures for the year 
ended March 1955 indicate that total 
imports were valued at $230 million 
and exports at $208 million. In terms 
of total trade with Iran, the United 
States held first place, followed by 
Germany, the Soviet Union, Japan and 
the United Kingdom. While the United 
States was the leading supplier of 
Iran’s imports with 24.3 percent, fol- 
lowed by Germany, 17.3 percent, and 
Japan, 9.9 percent, Germany was the 
best customer for Iran’s exports, tak- 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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Haitian Trading Shows Seasonal 
Activity but Below Normal Level 


Haitian trading in March reflected the,usual seasonal activity, al- 
though leading merchants stated that business was far short of com- 
parable levels before the hurricane in October 1954. 

Public-works building slackened considerably. Coffee and sisal sales 
showed no extreme fluctuations, although the sisal price fell. 


In February, total Government fiscal 
receipts were 15.4 million gourdes (5 
gourdes=US$1) as compared with 
fiscal expenses of 13.4 million gourdes, 
or a fiscal surplus of 2 million gourdes. 
On a cumulative basis, fiscal expenses 
for the first 5 months of the fiscal 
year 1956 (October 1955-February 
1956) totaled 72.8 million gourdes, as 
compared with receipts of 71.5 million 
gourdes, or a deficit of 1.3 million 
gourdes. This is contrary to normal 
seasonal experience when the Haitian 
Government customarily accumulates 
surpluses as the coffee crop is mar- 
keted and increased income accrues 
from tourist expenditures. 

An increase in fiscal receipts for 
1956 over 1955 was probable, primarily 
because of greater revenues from ex- 
port and import taxes. But at the 
same time, since Government depart- 
mental expenses and the costs of 
financing the 5-year economic de- 
velopment plan remained at about 
the same level as in 1954 and 1955, 
the fiscal position of the Government 
continued unsatisfactory. With the 
approach of the dead season, April- 
September, the normal period of fiscal 
deficits is expected. 

The National Bank statement for 
February 29, 1956, showed money in 
circulation at 177,395,208 gourdes, an 
increase of 4.7 million over January, 
and the second highest February 
figure on record (81.6 million on Feb- 
ruary 27, 1954). Owing largely to an 
8-million-gourde increase in the 
deposits in U. S. banks, the liquid 
reserves increased to 46,767,375.30 
gourdes, a net gain of 6.4 million over 
January. This brought the liquid 
reserves to 60 percent of the money 
in circulation. Both the circulation 
and the liquid reserve increases from 
January to February are characteristic 
of the Haitian economy. 


Mill Transfers Ownership 


The Government announced that it 
will become the sole owner of the 
Central Dessalines sugar mill at Les 
Cayes. The present owners agreed to 
sell 1,710,000 shares of stock at $0.53 
on the dollar. This works out at 
$900,000, of which the Government 
has paid $400,000 in cash and will pay 
the remainder in 10 installments. The 
Haitian Institute of Agricultural and 
Industrial Credit is supplying the 
funds and will operate the mill. The 
Government has indicated that it will 
assume all the company’s obligations 





to local cane growers and suppliers. 
The Institute hopes to be able to op- 
erate the mill in 1957. 

The Haitian Department of Agricul- 
ture has formed a fishery office to ex- 
ploit Haiti’s coastal waters. The De- 
partment of National Economy is co- 
operating and has leased a small boat, 
the Santonia, owned by the Cuban 
company, Mariscos del Caribe. The 
Government is not expected to buy 
any large amount of equipment until 
exhaustive tests with leased vessels 
have been made. First operations 
were encouraging. A fishery expert 
of the Food and Agricultural Organi- 
zation of the United Nations has been 
in Haiti for about a year, giving as- 
sistance. 


Tourist Facilities Expand 


Construction has been started on a 
tourist village in the Diquini section 
of Port-au-Prince. It will be composed 
of individual units, some suitable for 
semipermanent residence. A pool and 
clubhouse have been completed, and 23 
cottages are under construction. The 
project management is Haitian. 

Elaborate plans were announced at 
the cornerstone-laying ceremony in 
February, and directors envisage an 
eventual investment of $3.5 million. 
Only part of the financing is believed 
to have been arranged. 

The 70-room Castel Haiti Hotel, 
rated as de luxe with most of the 
rooms air-conditioned, was opened on 
March 31. This is an expansion proj- 
ect, based on the old Hotel Citadel, 
with new owners and management. 

February tourist arrivals totaled 9,- 
939, an increase of 20 percent over 
February 1955; 4,531 of these stayed 
for more than 1 day. 

Public-works construction, except 
for the Artibonite Valley project, was 
at a very low level. Compania de In- 
dustrias Maritimas, S.A., surfaced 4 
kilometers of road leading from the 
Petionville-Kenscoff road to Boutil- 
liers. This has some tourism value, as 
the view from Boutilliers is the best 
in the area and a de luxe restaurant 
is located there. Grands Travaux de 
Marseille worked on a 10-kilometer 
stretch between Gonaives and Poteau, 
as well as the remaining unsurfaced 
portions of the Port-au-Prince-Mire- 
balais road. The ICA-sponsored road 
projects in the southern peninsula 
continued under Haitian engineers. 


(Continued on Page 11) 


Portuguese Economy in 
General Moves Upward 


The rising movement last year in 
Portuguese economic activity slowed 
down in the first quarter of 1956, al- 
though trends in most cases contin- 
ued upward, particularly in the man- 
ufacturing branch. 

Electric-power production to the 
end of March was 17 percent greater 
than in the like period of 1955. This 
rise is considerably greater than the 
long-term normal annual rise of 10 to 
12 percent in power consumption. 
Large power reserves in the form of 
stored water gave assurance of low- 
cost surplus power for industrial pro- 
duction. Expansion plans of the im- 
portant chemical-fertilizer industry 
and paper mills were expected to 
contribute in 1956 to further gains in 
industrial output. 

After several months of above- 
normal rainfall, ample sunshine in 
the first half of March benefited 
growing crops. Heavy rains, however, 
recurred subsequently and high flood 
waters again covered the banks of the 
principal rivers. Grain crops in ex- 
tensive flooded areas were consid- 
ered lost, but the loss probably will 
be small in relation to total grain 
production. Damage by frost to cit- 
rus had not yet been adequately eval- 
uated, but it was feared that many 
trees were killed. 

The harvest of winter grains was 
expected to be 7 or 8 percent greater 
than last year, and rice production to 
exceed the record 1955 crop. Arrange- 
ments were made for bartering 12,400 
tons of Portuguese surplus rice for 
sugar imports from the Philippines. 


Living Costs Rise 


Living costs registered a resumption 
of the sustained increase which began 
in mid-1955 and which leveled off 
briefly in January. The composite in- 
dex for Lisbon was 105.5 in February, 
compared with 100.7 in February 1955 
(1948-49—100). The food shortage ac- 
companying severe winter weather 
was the principal cause of higher liv- 
ing costs. 

The cement industry, which was de- 
pressed last’ year, chiefly by reduced 
demand in the oversea Provinces, re- 
sumed shipments at a normal rate in 
the first 2 months of 1956, when nearly 
22,000 tons were exported, of which 
8,336 tons went to Angola and 6,542 
to the United States. 

Foreign-trade statistics for the first 
two months of 1956 recorded an ad- 
vance in terms of value by 4 percent 
for exports and of 6 percent for im- 
ports. The figures include trade with 
the oversea territories. Trade totals 
show that, although the trend con- 
tinued upward, the rise in the export 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





. S. Firms Help Iraq 
In Development Studies 


An American engineering firm be- 


“gan a geological study of the Eski- 


Mosul dam site on the Tigris River, 
28 miles north of Mosul, Iraq, for the 
Development Board, on April 1. 


The Board asked the firm to pro- 
ceed with detailed exploration, de- 
signs, and cost estimates for a large 
reservoir dam. The site is regarded 
as excellent for water storage, having 
a potential capacity of about 10.5 bil- 
lion cubic yards. Fnding ways to pre- 
yent leakage in the valley area, how- 
ever, is necessary. The Eski-Mosul 
reservoir would be the valley-type, 
whereas those at Dokan and Bekhme 
are the gorge-type. 


The Development Board’s U. S. mem- 
ber commented that a dam at Eski- 
Mosul would serve the purposes of 
flood control, irrigation, and hydro- 
electric-power production. He also 
stated that, from an irrigation stand- 
point, the dam could provide storage 
and raise the water level to a height 
suitable for diversion to lands east of 
the Tigris from Ninevah to Nimrud, 
embracing an area of 310,000 acres. 


An American and a British en- 
gineering firm, in a combined contract 
with the Development Board, began 
work in March 1956 on a 3-year hydro- 
logical survey of Iraq. The purpose of 
the survey is to collect complete infor- 
mation on rainfall, sources of water, 
stream flow, and other hydrological 
data. 


These data can be used in evaluating 
the suitability of future dam sites and 
irrigation projects, as well as for de- 
termining priorities in the selection of 
new projects. 


The contract also calls for setting 
up a permanent organization staffed 
with experts for the Iraqi Government 
which will control the release of 
waters from the new dams and the 
flow of water in the irrigation proj- 
ects. The Board’s decision was made 
in December 1955 but work was de- 
layed until March pending budget au- 
thorization.—U. S. Emb., Baghdad. 
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Brazil Announces New Program To Combat 
Inflation and Speed Economic Development 


The Kubitschek Administration in 
Brazil began in March to announce 
its program to combat inflation and 
accelerate economic development. 


On March 15 the President delivered 
his annual message to Congress, re- 
porting on economic conditions and 
stating measures needed for improve- 
ment. He restated production goals, 
made statements in support of private 
enterprise, and reaffirmed support of 
Petrobras—the Government petroleum 
monopoly—as presently constituted. 

On inflation, he called for economy 
in governmental expenditures, ap- 
proval of the pending tariff bill to 
increase revenues, more efficient tax- 
collection methods, and upward revi- 
sion of service charges by Govern- 
ment-owned entities to reduce deficits. 
He also encouraged private foreign 
investment. 


The President indicated in February 
his unwillingness to approve the civil- 
servant salary increase and reclassi- 
fication bill then in the Congress, pri- 
marily because of its inflationary 
effects, and the Congress early in 
March passed a revised bill calling for 
lower outlays. The President approved 
the bill, vetoing a number of individ- 
ual provisions dealing with job reclas- 
sifications. One sectidA of the law 
permits Government public-service 
organizations to increase charges to 
help overcome their perennial operat- 
ing deficits. 


Cruzeiro Rate Weakens 


The free-market rate for the cruze- 
iro remained steady in the first half 
of March at about 70 cruzeiros to the 
dollar but later weakened to about 73 
cruzeiros. 


The Economic Development Coun- 
cil’s authority to coordinate and orient 
the Government’s economic policies 
was Officially published, and the es- 
tablishment of working groups was 
announced to: Draft revision of elec- 
tric-power legislation and to create 
conditions—including rate revisions— 
designed to encourage power-produc- 
tion expansion; prepare draft legisla- 
tion to establish a national electrifica- 
tion plan; and recommend measures 
to increase exports of minerals and 
meat products. 


Coffee Sales Decline 


Coffee exports in March amounted 
to 1,276,051 bags, less than the record 
for February of more than 1.8 million 
bags but satisfactory for that month. 
Dollar receipts in March were re- 
ported to be considerably under those 
for February, reflecting the fact that 
part of the actual exports in March 


were against sales in February, when 
shipping capacity was insufficient to 
thove all the coffee sold. 


As a move to improve the rapidly 
deteriorating truck-transport situa- 
tion, the Superintendency of Money 
and Credit issued two instructions in 
March to encourage truck manufac- 
ture and assembly in Brazil and to 
permit imports, on easier terms, of 
special-type trucks which are not pro- 
duced in the country. 

Domestic trade in Rio de Janeiro in 
March improved over the preceding 
month, both wholesale and retail sales 
being reported at very satisfactory 
levels. Short-term bank credit for 
prime risks remained liberal as there 
was little change in the banks’ liquid 
cash positions from that in February. 
Bank collections were considered sat- 
isfactory.—U. S. Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





Subsidiary of U. S. Firm 
Established in Austria 


The first major new company to be 
fully financed by private American 
capital in Austria since before the 
war has been established. 

The firm, registered as a limited 
liability company, is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Minneapolis-Honey- 
well Regulator Co. and will import 
and export as well as finish and in- 
stall regulating, control, and measur- 
ing instruments. 

Negotiations to establish the Aus- 
trian company began about a year 
ago. The firm was registered offi- 
cially on February 21, 1956, and was 
expected to begin operations soon. 
The Austrian National Bank’s ap- 
proval and the Ministry of Trade and 
Reconstruction’s acquiescence are re- 
quired for foreign capital investment 
in Austria. 

Detailed information on _ regula- 
tions and on the procedure for for- 
eign investment in Austria is con- 
tained in Part 1, No. 56-30, World 
Trade Information Service “Estab- 
lishing a Business in Austria,” avail- 
able from U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., at 10 cents a copy.—U. S. Emb., 
Vienna. 





The Egyptian Ministry of Supply 
has prohibited further rice export 
commitments until the adequacy of 
Egypt’s grain supply position is more 
clearly determined. 

The prohibition does not apply to 
previous export commitments esti- 
mated at about 250,000 tons. 
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Philippines Proposes New Tariff Central Bank Set Up in 


A bill designed to effect a major 
revision in the Philippine tariff has 
been introduced in the Philippine 
House of Representatives and re- 
ported out favorably by the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means and the Spec- 
ial Committee on Revision and Cod- 
ification of Tariff, Customs, and All 
Tax Laws. 


Objectives considered in the revis- 
ion were to raise the standard of liv- 
ing and increase real income, as 
against money income; promote the 
establishment and healthy growth 
of new industries in the country and 
promote them, and insure continued 
existence of established industries; 
enhance and propagate culture and 
conserve health and morals; and raise 
Government revenue and conserve 
foreign exchange. 

Some of the important features of 
the proposed tariff are: 

eA comprehensive, up-to-date tar- 
iff classification based on the Brus- 
sels nomenclature would be adopted. 

eThe proposed rate structure is pri- 
marily on an ad valorem basis, al- 
though some rate are specific; com- 
binations of specific and ad valorem; 
or “split” rates, that is, ad valorem or 
specific, whichever is higher. Duty 
computations are simplified by elim- 
inating complicated formulas, such as 
the levying of both specific duties and 
surtaxes on certain textiles. 

eA separate Tariff Commission re- 
sponsible to the Philippine President 
and Congress would be reestablished. 
[The Commission was absorbed by the 
National Economic Council last year 
when the Council was reorganized.] 


eUnder certain conditions the Phil- 
ippine President on recommendation 
of the Tariff Commission would be 
authorized to decrease duties by not 
more than 90 percent or to increase 
them by not more than five times. 


eDuties would be on a c. i. f., instead 
of the present f. o. b., basis. 

The proposed duty rates are gen- 
erally higher than the present rates 
for articles produced locally in suffi- 
cient supply, articles the local produc- 
tion of which is to be encouraged, 
nonessentials, and so-called luxury 
items. Duties on textiles, particularly 
made-up articles, are higher. Lower 
rates are proposed for essential foods 
usually imported from abroad, most 
chemicals, most semifabricated met- 
als, and machinery and capital goods. 
The free list is expanded somewhat. 

The current Philippine tariff law 
originated as an act passed by the 
Congress of the United States in 1909. 
When the Philippines became inde- 
pendent in July 1946, an act was 
passed continuing in force the same 
Philippine Tariff Act as amended, and 


that act has been in effect substan- 
tially unchanged to the present. 

When the Tariff Commission was 
created in 1953 it was charged with 
submitting its recommendations for a 
revision of the tariff system, together 
with a draft bill embodying the 
changes. Meanwhile, adoption of tar- 
iff changes became of greater impor- 
tance following negotiation in 1955 
of the revised United States-Philip- 
pine trade agreement which called for 
reciprocal levying of import duties 
beginning January 1, 1956. 

The bill under discussion, H. No: 
5513, is a modified version of the Tar- 
iff Commission’s report incorporating 
changes made during the course of 
hearings held before the Special House 
Committee—U. S. Emb., Manila. 

Information on the proposed duty 
rates may be obtained from the Far 
Eastern Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Germany Drops Bond 
For Entry of Cars 


Private passenger cars entering 
Western Germany will now receive 
customs clearance upon obtaining a 
“custom prenote card” which permits 
duty-free entry for a fee of only 2.5 
marks. 

The cards, obtainable from automo- 
bile and touring clubs of all countries 
or at a German customs border of- 
fice, will be valid for 3 months and 
may be renewed for successive 3- 
month periods, total duration not to 
exceed 1 year. All details to be ob- 
served in using the cards are con- 
tained in a leaflet issued along with 
the card. 


This new provision relieving motor- 
ists of the bond requirement and pro- 
viding for free entry of private cars 
is contained in a Ministry of Finance 
decree of April 24. 

Formerly travelers entering Ger- 
many by private automobile were re- 
quired to post a customs bond or pre- 
sent a carnet de passages en douane 
as a means of insuring payment of 
duty on the car should it be sold in 
the country.—U. S. Emb., Bonn. 


Rhodesia, Nyasaland 


A central bank formally came into 
existence in the Federation of Rho- 
desia and Nyasaland on March 13. 


The institution, to be known as the 
Bank of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, will 
have sole right to issue legal tender 
and will act as banker to the Federal 
Government and, as requested, to the 
Territorial governments. It is em- 
powered to perform all the usual 
functions of a central bank, including 
that of acting as a lender of last re- 
sort and as a bankers’ clearinghouse. 

The right of issue will be taken over 
from the former Central African Cur- 
rency Board, which ceased to exist on 
March 31. The Board’s assets and 
liabilities have been transferred to the 
Bank and the first Federal banknotes 
are expected to come into circulation 
by the end of the year. The new cur- 
rency will be maintained at par with 
the British pound sterling. 

The Bank is set up with an initial 
capital of £1 million, or US$2.8 mil- 
lion, all subscribed by the Federal 
Government. It will be managed by 
an appointed board of directors 
headed by a governor, a deputy gov- 
ernor, and 7 other persons. Members 
will serve for 5 years except the gov- 
ernor and deputy governor, who will 
serve for a 7-year period. 


Appointment of the Bank’s first 
governor, A. P. Grafftey-Smith, was 
officially announced on March 13, 
simultaneously with proclamation of 
the Bank’s establishment. A central 
bank building is now under construc- 
tion in Salisbury. Mr. Grafftey-Smith 
stated, according to the local press, 
that the Bank will not be able to ful- 
fill all its functions until it moves into 
its own premises in about a year’s 
time. In the meantime, he said, “ac- 
tivities will be confined mainly to the 
issuing of notes and coin.”—U. S. Cons. 
Gen., Salisbury. 


A copy of Bank of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland Act No. 2 of 1956 establish- 
ing the Bank is available on loan from 
the Near Eastern and African Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Portuguese Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 6) 


and import value last year was tend- 
ing to taper off. 

Financial indicators in the first 
quarter of 1956 showed few changes 
of significance. The Bank of Portu- 
gal’s gold and foreign-exchange hold- 
ings rose from 19,268 million escudos 
at the end of 1955 to 19,431 million, or 


about $680 million, as of March 28, 
1956. Note circulation declined by 
388 million escudos, or 314 percent, and 
deposits in commercial banks declined 
by about the same amount. Interest 
rates on bank loans remained un- 
changed, as well as the Bank of Portu- 
gal’s discount rate which has been at 
2% percent since 1944—-US. Emb., 
Lisbon. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Japan Signs Reparations 
Pact With Philippines 


The Philippines and Japan have 
signed a World War II reparations 
agreement under which Japan will 
supply the Philippines with capital 
goods and services to a value of $550 
million over a 20-year period. © 

In addition, under a separate ex- 
change of notes, the Japanese Govern- 
ment will facilitate extension by pri- 
vate Japanese financial and indus- 
trial sources to Philippine commercial 
and industrial firms of long-term eco- 
nomic development loans or similar 
credit arrangements up to a total of 
$250 million. 

The $550 million in reparations is to 
be supplied at an average rate of $25 
million annually during the first 10- 
year period from the effective date of 
the agreement, and at an average rate 
of $30 million in the succeeding 10- 
year period. Of the total, $50 million 
is earmarked for services under a sep- 
arate exchange of notes. 

The categories of projects for which 
capital goods and/or services are to 
be supplied under the agreement 
proper, excluding private loans, are 
agricultural and fisheryj development 
projects; electric-power development 
projects; mineral resources develop- 
ment projects; industrial development 
projects, under which 49 subsidiary- 
type plants are specified; transporta- 
tion and communications development 
projects; public works projects; and 
other projects, including the salvag- 
ing of sunken vessels. 

The agreement, which must be rati- 
fied by the Philippine Senate and the 
Japanese Diet, came after several 
years of intermittent negotiations 
carried on in both Manila and Tokyo. 
Final approval by the Legislatures will 
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pave the way for Philippine ratifica- 
tion of the Japanese peace treaty 
signed in San Francisco in 1951.—U. 8. 
Emb., Manila. 





Earth-Moving Machinery To 
Enter Venezuela Duty Free 


All road-construction and earth- 
moving machinery is accorded duty- 
free entry into Venezuela, under Cus- 
toms Bureau resolution No. 89 dated 
April 26 and published in the Gaceta 
Oficial of the same date. 

The change in duty status was 
accomplished by revising the cover- 
age of Venezuelan customs tariff 
classification No. 444D, which is duty 
free, to include all road-construction 
and earth-moving machinery, whereas 
it formerly covered only rollers and 
tractors. 

Rollers and tractors also are ac- 
corded duty-free entry under the 
provisions of a supplementary trade 
agreement between the United States 
and Venezuela. 

The new classification now reads as 
follows: , 


No. 444. Machinery and apparatus: (D) Un- 
specified fixed or mobile machinery and ap- 
paratus utilized for earth moving and road 
construction, duty-free entry. (Note: Other 
vehicles and trailers specified in Customs 
tariff No. 320, Automotors, and No. 327, Mis- 
cellaneous Vehicles, are not included.) 


Formerly imports of mobile machin- 
ery of the types specified were dutiable 
at the rate of 0.15 bolivar a gross kilo- 
gram under classification No. 320 F, or 
at 0.50 bolivar a gross kilogram under 
No. 327, depending on the type of 
equipment (1 bolivar—US$0.30). Fixed 
machinery imports paid the rate of 
0.01 bolivar a gross kilogram under No. 
356 B. 


ARGENTINA 


Frees Import of Automobiles 


The Provisional Government of 
Argentina at the end of 1955 elimi- 
nated import and exchange licenses 
on passenger automobiles and pro- 
vided for open trade at the free- 
market exchange rate, which cur- 
rently is approximately 40 pesos to 
US$1. 

At the same time the Government 
placed heavy surcharges on auto- 
mobile imports and restricted im- 
ports to vehicles weighing not over 
1,500 kilograms and costing not more 
than US$2,000 at the factory. 


SYRIA 


Exempts Items From Duty 


Bamboo stalks and stems, grasses 
(esparto), and other vegetable ma- 
terials used in basketmaking and for 
the manufacture of furniture are ex- 
empt from Syrain customs duties, the 
Syrian Government has announced. 

These products, appearing under 








Syrian import tariff No. 95a, were 
formerly subject to a 25-percent ad 
valorem duty. They are not grown in 


Syria, and the duties were as 
an encouragement to the 1 furni- 
ture industry. 


As a protection to the local black- 
smith industry a duty of 11 percent ad 
valorem has been imposed on scythes, 
sickles, and knives used for cutting 
straw or hay, tariff No. 743.—U. 8. 
Emb., Damascus. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Freely Imports Measure Devices 


The Dominican Republic now per- 
mits import of measurement instru- 
ments other than those of the metric 
system. 

Such instruments formerly | were 
prohibited import under Law No. 4077 
of March 14, 1955, which is now re- 
voked by law No. 4415 of March 30, 
1956.—U. S. Emb., Ciudad Trujillo. 


FRANCE 


Restores Duties on Some Imports 


French import duties on various 
items, previously suspended tempo- 
rarily, have been restored at desig- 
nated rates. 

Items affected, together with their 
French import tariff classification 
numbers, and new duties, percent ad 
valorem on c. i. f. value, are as fol- 
lows: 


Live calves, bulls, cows, heifers, oxen, No. ex 
01-02, 30 percent. 


Steers, No. ex 01-02, 25 percent. 


Meat and edible offals of bovine animals, 
fresh, refrigerated, or frozen, No. ex 02-01, 30 
percent. 


Uncovered vulcanized rubber thread and 
cord of a number under 62 (the number cor- 
responding to the number of threads which 
can be placed side by side on a space 25.4 mil- 
limeters wide), No. ex 40-07, 20 percent. 


THAILAND 


Puts Gunny Bags Under License 


Thailand has added new and used 
gunny bags to its list of goods requir- 
ing an import license. 

No quota has been established but 
an importer must first purchase do- 
mestic gunny bags in an amount equal 
to at least one-third of the amount he 
wishes to import. As Thailand’s an- 
nual gunny-bag requirements are esti- 
mated at 20 million and the country 
has an annual production capacity of 
5 million, the quantitative import re- 
striction will fully protect the do- 
mestic industry. 

Goods subject to import licenses and 
quotas in Thailand are listed in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, October 24, 
1955, page 7. 
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in Tokyo that one basic problem overshadows all other questions now 
affecting trade relations between the United States and Japan. 

Japan must import approximately 20 percent of its food supply and 
most of the raw materials which go into the finished products needed 


by its almost 90 million people. Con- 
siderable imports of machinery and 
other manufactured goods also are 
necessary. 

To get the money to buy these 
things Japan must export and it has 
been rapidly increasing its sales to all 
parts of the world. 

Much of the food, raw materials, 
and manufactured products which 
Japan buys comes from the United 
States. In each of the past 3 years 
Japan has been among our four top 
customers. Japan is our best customer 
for raw cotton, and imports large 
quantities of U. S. wheat, soybeans, 
coal, and other commodities. The 
postwar modernization of Japan’s in- 
dustries has also provided a good 
market for all types of American 
machinery and tools. 

According to official Japanese sta- 
tistics, Japanese imports in 1955 
amounted to $772 million worth of 
business for American producers. In 
the same year, American buyers took 
$449 million worth of Japanese prod- 
ucts. While Japanese exports to the 
United States were substantially above 
the 1954 total, they still left Japan 
with an import excess of well over $300 
million. Japan must therefore con- 
tinue to strive to sell more goods to 
the United States. 5 

Many of the products we buy from 
Japan, however—such as cotton tex- 
tiles and clothing, plywood, and tuna- 
fish—are also produced in the United 
States, and large-scale imports have 
an undeniable effect on American 
producers’ sales. 


Members of Mission 
Specially Selected 


Japan therefore faces this problem: 
How to continue and to increase its 
sales to the United States—and its 
imports from the United States as 
well—and at the same time minimize 
the adverse effects of those sales on 
American producers, since it is feared 
that such adverse effects might ulti- 
mately induce the United States to 
limit imports from Japan. 

Members of the trade mission to 
Japan were specially chosen for the 
task of exploring this problem. The 
chief of the mission, Eugene M. Brad- 
erman, Director of the Far Eastern 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
dealt with problems concerning Japan 
for a number of years. Charles A. 





Keough, president of the Ballthrall 
Trading Co., Philadelphia, lived in 
Japan from 1927 to 1931, and has been 
actively engaged in foreign trade dur- 
ing his whole business career. Egil E. 
Krogh, president and general man- 
ager of Sibley, Lindsay & Curr Co., 
Rochester, N. Y., has devoted many 
years to retail merchandising, and has 
also served as president of the Wash- 
ington State Third International 
Trade Fair. Vergil D. Reed, vice presi- 
dent and associate director of research 
of the J. Walter Thompson Co., is an 
expert on marketing, market research, 
and advertising, and is the author of 
several books on those subjects which 
are widely read in Japan. In Japan 
the mission was joined by J. Owen 
Zurhellen, Jr., Second Secretary of the 
American Embassy in Tokyo, who has 
spent the past 8 years in Japan at 
several U. S. Foreign Service posts. 

Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks sent the trade mission to Japan 
in connection with U. S. participation 
in the Third Japan International 
Trade Fair, held at Osaka, April 8-22. 
Before and during the fair, however, 
the trade mission visited 15 other 
major industrial and commercial cities 
in Japan. In each city, the mission met 
in round-table discussions with manu- 
facturers, business leaders, Japanese 
Government officials, and others con- 
cerned with foreign trade. Time was 
set aside also for individual consul- 
tations with businessmen who had 
specific problems concerning their own 
companies, and who wanted the pri- 
vate advice of mission members. 

These programs, arranged through 
the American consulates and American 
cultural centers serving the areas 
visited, received enthusiastic cooper- 
ation from Japanese prefectural and 
municipal government officials and 
local chambers of commerce and in- 
dustry. A total of 1,300 businessmen 
met with the mission in these prefair 
discussions and individual consulta- 
tions. 


Arrangements Made for 
Individual Meetings 


The trade mission arrived in Osaka 
several days before the fair opened 
and set up its offices in the trade in- 
formation center, located within the 
American pavilion at the fair. While 
on tour the trade mission had invited 


Report of the 1956 United States 
Trade Mission to Japan 


The 1956 U. S. Trade Mission to Japan learned soon after its arrival 


businessmen to call at the trade infor- 
mation center at the fair, and the 
American consulates had sent letters 
of invitation to thousands of business 
firms, advising them of the center’s 
facilities. By the time the fair opened, 
therefore, many businessmen had al- 
ready requested appointments for indi- 
vidual consultations with mission 
members. 

Since the Trade Information Center 
occupied an excellent location near 
the entrance to the American pavilion, 
many other visitors to the pavilion 
introduced themselves and took ad- 
vantage of the center’s facilities. In 
all, 482 persons called at the trade 
information center. During the trade 
fair, members of the mission made 
additional visits to other cities, where 
they met with about 300 Japanese 
officials and businessmen in group 
discussions. 


The group discussions and indi- 
vidual consultations held by the trade 
mission throughout Japan and at the 
International Trade Fair in Osaka 
gave mission members a broad basis 
on which to form a judgment con- 
cerning Japan’s major trade problems, 
One point immediately became ap- 
parent. Whenever an item begins to 
sell well in the United States, Japanese 
producers and exporters tend to “jump 
on the bandwagon” and concentrate 
their efforts on that one item. The 
result is frequently a phenomenal in- 
crease in shipments of that item to 
the United States, and a consequent 
reaction by American firms producing 
similar items. 


Export Diversification 
Explained to Japanese 


This has been true of the so-called — 


“dollar” blouses, which increased more 
than twentyfold between 1954 and 
1955. In advising Japanese business- 
men on this point, the mission pointed 
out that while imports of Japanese 
cotton textiles and clothing amounted 
in the aggregate to 2 percent of Amer- 
ican consumption, particular items, 
such as blouses, corduroy, gingham, 
and velveteen, so far exceeded this 
average figure as to constitute a ser- 
ious threat to the existence of the 
American industries concerned. It was 
explained to the Japanese that if ex- 
ports, not only of cotton goods but of 
all types of products, could be diver- 
sified, so that the impact would be 
distributed throughout the numerous 
items and price levels which find ac- 
ceptance in the United States, then it 
should be possible for Japanese ex- 
ports to grow steadily with the natural 
increase of the American market and 
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at the same time avoid undue pressure 
on American-made products. 


The value of knowledge of the Amer- 
ican market, and of market research, 
was stressed by the trade mission. 
Many medium- and small-sized Japa- 
nese manufacturers sell their products 
through export and import agents 
without knowing the ultimate disposi- 
tion and use of the products by the 
American consumer. Designs, quality 
standards, and other factors are fre- 
quently set by the American firm plac- 
ing the order, and the Japanese manu- 
facturer follows them without gaining 
a real appreciation of the reasons 
involved. 

While these practices sometimes ap- 
pear to make it possible for large 
amounts of acceptable merchandise to 
be produced and shipped to the United 
States in a short time, the trade mis- 
sion suggested that it was in the long- 
range interests of both partners in 
trade for the Japanese to learn more 
about American consumer needs, the 
types of designs which appeal to our 
taste, and, above all, to strive for busi- 
ness in higher quality and higher 
priced lines, where competition is more 
dependent on style and quality and 
less on price and where equivalent 
dollar returns can be had with less 
physical volume. Distribution outlets, 
the mission stressed, should be chosen 
carefully, in keeping with the type of 
product and the class of customers to 
be reached. 


Advice Sought on Wide 
Range of Subjects 


In their search for wider markets, 
Japanese businessmen asked the trade 
mission for information and advice 
on a wide range of subjects. Among 
these was the question of the exemp- 
tion of lightweight silk scarves from 
the provisions of the Flammable 
Fabrics Act on the grounds that 
scarves are not a potentially danger- 


ous appare) item. While some segments 
of the Japanese scarf industry have 
successfully converted to heavier 
weight scarves, a number of producers 
apparently have not been able to 
develop other business and have been 
in dire circumstances since their ex- 
ports of scarves were stopped. 

In answer to statements from the 
Japanese regarding their hopes for a 
relaxation of controls on trade with 
communist China, the mission de- 
scribed the experience of the United 
States in dealing with that country, 
still designated by the United Nations 
as an aggressor. It was pointed out 
to the Japanese that while the United 
States has a complete ban on trade 
with communist China, Japan has no 
restrictions on imports, and forbids 
the export only of those items which 
are banned by international agree- 
ment among the 15 nations which 
form COCOM. 

The Chinese Communists, however, 
are not interested in the kind of mu- 
tually beneficial trade which we us- 
ually consider normal, but do their 
trading only for political purposes, 
and only to build themselves up at the 
expense of their neighbors. For that 
reason, the mission contended, Japan 
has derived little if any benefit from 
trade with Red China, even in goods 
on which the Japanese Government 
imposes no export controls. For the 
same reason Japan could expect few 
if any additional benefits if trade 
controls were to be further relaxed. 


A large number of questions were 
raised on other subjects, including the 
market for Japanese silk, hardwood, 
plywood, and tunafish; eradication of 
the citrus canker disease, which pre- 
vents U. S. import of Japanese man- 
darin oranges; adaption of Japanese 
designs and handicraft items for the 
American market; the role which 
American investment could play in the 
further development of Japan; recip- 





Haitian Trading .. . 
(Continued from Page 6) 


March sisal prices slid back $0.0125 
a pound from the February level, with 
grade A quoted at $0.105. 

Local dry-goods merchants ap- 
parently have decided to handle the 
cotton prints being offered at low 
prices by iron-curtain country trad- 
ing organizations. Although the Gov- 
ernment is believed to be opposed to 
this trade, no official action has been 
taken. 


Test Drilling Continues 

Test drilling by SEDREN, S.A., was 
continued in the copper fields north 
of Gonaives at Neme, on 22 holes 
Tanging in depth from 125 to 1,000 
feet. Three other sites have been 
selected for testing: Dolan, Bresillac, 
and Fortune; in addition to test drill- 
ing, an aerial survey is being made. 


May 21, 1956 


Ore has tested about 2-percent cop- 
per with traces of silver and gold. The 
parent company, Consolidated Halli- 
well, Ltd., attracted attention in the 
Toronto Stock Exchange when more 
than 2 million shares of its stock were 
traded in 1 day. A Haitian spokesman 
for the company said that $250,000 
already has been spent on installa- 
tions, prospecting, and surveying. 

Banana exports for December 1955 
show a total of 13,762 items, with a 
value of 41,354 gourdes. Shipments 
for the calendar year 1955 amounted 
to 53,992 stems, with a value of 165,- 
065 gourdes. The exports actually 
were for the period May-December 
1955, as there were none in the first 
4 months. Following the bankruptcy 
of the Haytian Banana Export Co., 
the Haitian Institute of Agricultural 
and Industrial Credit formed a new 
organization.— U. S. Emb., Port-au- 
Prince. 


rocal tariff reductions under the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT); and coal versus atomic 
energy as a source of electricity gen- 
eration. These questions proved to the 
mission that Japanese businessmen 
have a wide-awake interest in all as- 
pects of foreign trade. 


Japan Prepared To 
Cooperate With U. S. 


The invariable friendliness and 
warmth with which the mission was 
received throughout Japan convinced 
the members that the United States 
has a firm and dependable friend in 
Japan. The frankness and goodwill 
with which mutual problems were dis- 
cussed was further evidence that the 
Japanese were prepared to cooperate 
with the United States in reasonable 
measures to permit the healthy growth 
of Japan-United States commercial 
relations and to minimize adverse ef- 
fects on either side. 

Japan is more than a market for 
U. 8. products and a source of U. 8. 
imports. It is also a bulwark of 
democracy and free enterprise in 
Asia. In the 10% years since the end 
of World War II, Japan has rebuilt 
its cities and its industries, and is now 
giving its citizens a per capita real 
income higher than the prewar 
average. 

This accomplishment is a tribute to 
both the American and the Japanese 
people. The forward-looking policies of 
the United States toward Japan, in- 
cluding the extension of considerable 
amounts of aid during the immediate 
postwar years, stand out among our 
most important accomplishments in 
Asia. But the degree and rapidity of 
the progress made is due largely to 
the skill and hard work of the Japa- 
nese people. 

The maintenance and continued 
development of Japan as a prosperous 
and dependable member of the demo- 
cratic free world is important to the 
security of the United States and 
therefore merits the close attention of 
the American people. The necessity for 
direct economic aid has given place 
to the necessity for the Japanese 
people to carry on their own develop- 
ment with their own energy and in- 
telligence, albeit; with friendly co- 
operation from the United States. 

As one Japanese businessman put it 
in a discussion with the trade mission, 
“We Japanese do not now pray to the 
United States, ‘Give us this day our 
daily bread,’ but ‘Give us this day an 
opportunity to earn our livelihood.’” 
This spirit is one which should be 
welcome to the American people, and 
one which we should encourage. 

The trade mission feels that there is 
still ample room both in Japan and 
in the United States for increased 
understanding and appreciation of the 
situation and point of view ‘of the 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Governments in 7 Countries Invite Bids 


On Variety of Materials and Equipment 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a num- 
ber of items of potential interest to 
U. S. suppliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bid- 
ding instructions and specifications, 
are available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon: 


Supply and delivery of 5,000 long 
tons of rock gypsum suitable for the 
manufacture of portland cement at 
the Ceylon Government cement fac- 
tory at Kankesanturai. Bids invited 
until June 1 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Industries and 
Fisheries, Senate Square, Colombo 1.* 


Greece: 


Forty turbogenerators, bids invited 
until June 8 by the Hellenic State 
Railways (SEK), Purchasing and 
Stores Department, 12b Polytechniou 
Street, Athens. * 


Two air compressors and 20 paving 
breakers, bid deadline June 8, Greek 
Water Company, 4 Kolokotroni Street, 
Athens. * 

Twenty metric tons aerocyanamid 
cotton defoliator, June 12, Agricul- 
tural Bank of Greece, Permanent Sup- 
plies Committee, 23 El. Venizelos 
Street, Athens. * 


Cast-iron pipes—2,400 linear meters 
—and fittings, June 15, Gas Works of 
Athens, 18 Fr. Roosevelt Street, 
Athens. * 


Battery separators, 50,000, bid dead- 
line June 7; 500 kilograms paint for 
submarines, June 8; electric insv..- 
ting material, June 15; 9,500 mete's 
underground cables and 2,000 rubber 
cables, June 18; bids invited by the 
Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 
ment Service, 56 El. Venizelos Street, 
Athens. * 


Telephone equipment, estimated 
value $63,350, comprising 52,000 linear 
meters of underground telephone 
cable, 20,000 lead-alloy sheathed sub- 
scriber cable, 11,000 linear meters of 
lead-antimony sheathed cable, 30 wall- 
mounted and 60 desk-type battery 
magneto telephone instruments, and 
88 head and chest telephone sets; bid 
deadline June 15, Greek General Air 
Staff, Branch D, Section D4-A, 6 Marni 
Street, Athens. * 


Fifteen diesel-engine garbage trucks, 
estimated total value $156,670, June 
22, municipality of Salonika. * 

Additional information and assist- 
ance to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
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Trade Administration, 729 15th Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


India: 


Three electric capstans, tenders in- 
vited until June 11 by Chief Engineer, 
Madras Port Trust, Madras. Tender 
documents may be purchased from 
that office for US$0.63 a set. 

One 500-kilowatt diesel generator 
set, 400-volt, 3-phase, 50-cycle, alter- 
nating-current, valued at about $35,- 
000. Tenders invited until June 11 by 
the Government-owned Hindustan 
Antibiotics (Private), Ltd., P. O. Peni- 
cillin Factory, Pimpri, Poona. 

Copies of tender documents, specifi- 
cations, and the like may be pur- 
chased from the managing director, 
Hindustan Antibiotics, for about US$2. 

Other tenders invited by Hindustan 
Antibiotics include: No. 11/56 for 
90,000 kgs. normal butanol, 90,000 kg. 
normal butyl acetate, 30,000 kg. for- 
malin, 3,000 kg. octodecanol, and 800,- 
000 kg. lactose, bid deadline June 11; 
No. 12/56 for 56,250 kg. caustic soda 
flakes, 750 kg. caustic soda B.P. flakes, 
4,500 kg. caustic potash B.P. flakes, 
90,000 ke. lime, 9,000 kg. washing soda, 
June 12; 

No. 13/56 for 1,770 kg. magnesium 
sulfate, 1,000 kg. charcoal activated 
Darco G.60 or Norit Sx 25, 1,125 kg. 
potassium dihydrogen phosphate, 
June 13; No. 14/56 for 20,250 kg. phe- 
nyl acetamide, 47,250 kg. phenyl acetic 
acid, 60,000 kg. potassium acetate, 31,- 
500 kg. phosphoric acid B.P., 120,000 
kg. phosphoric acid tech., June 14; 
No. 15/56 for 6,750 kg. sodium nitrate, 
30,000 kg. sodium sulfate, 90,000 kg. 
sulfuric acid technical, 500 kg. Hy-flo 
Supercel (diatomaceous earth), June 
15; 


No. 16/56 3,744 kg. procaine hydro- 
chloride, 6,480 kg. ether anesthetic 
(alcohol stabilized), 90 kg. lecithin, 
216 kg. sodium citrate, 144 kg. alumi- 
num monostearate, 60 kg. paraformal- 
dehyde, 144 kg. sodium sulfate anhy- 
drous, 20 kg. benzoic acid pure, June 
16; No. 17/56 for 37,500 kg. sugar, 
93,750 kg. groundnut oil refined, 600,- 
000 kg. peanut meal (groundnut cake) 
powder, June 18.* 


Tender documents, specifications, 
and the like obtainable from Hindu- 
stan Antibiotics for 5 rupees, 8 annas, 
or about US$1.16, for each item of 
tender. Bids should be accompanied 
by a deposit of 5 percent of the ten- 
dered value, up to a maximum of 
5,000 rupees (1 rupee—US$0.21). 

Broad-gage equipment: 447 wagons, 
250 coaching underframes, 9 tower 
wagons, and 12 cranes, bid deadline, 
July 2; 293 electric multiple unit 


(Continued on Page 14) 


Portuguese Mining Firm 
Asks U. S. Assistance 


Sebastiao Ferreira Mendes (Minas 
e Metalurgia de Montalto), 339 rug 
Duque de Saldanha, Oporto, operator 
of gold and antimony mines, is seek- 
ing U. S. capital and technical assist- 
ance to expand its present produc- 
tion and to develop new mines. 

The company reportedly holds 22 
concessions having a total area of 
approximately 2,720 acres. Gold and 
antimony ore reserves are estimated 
by the firm to be 420,000 metric tons, 

Approximately $200,000 in capital is 
needed to buy modern machinery to 
further develop the mines and to con- 
duct research on new concessions. A 
partnership arrangement is offered in 
exchange. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Sebastiao Mendes 
at the Oporto address for additional 
information and technical reports on 
the mines. A World Trade Directory 
report on the firm is available to 
qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., for $1. 





Investment Opportunity in 
Brazil Offered U. S. Firms 


Bauxite ore deposits at Piria Hill in 
the northeastern section of the State 
of Para, are offered for commercial 
development by U. S. firms interested 
in organizing a joint corporation with 
the owners, Ferreira Bros., Avenida 
Presidente Vargas 51/58, Edificio Im- 
portadora, Belem. 

The Brazilian firm is reported to 
possess the necessary authorization 
from the National Department of 
Mineral Production to promote the 
commercial mining of the Piria de- 
posits, with exclusive rights. The de- 
posits reportedly have been surveyed 
superficially by Brazilian and U. 8. 
geologists, and show a content of 
aluminum oxide varying between 45 
and 62 percent. 

Supplemental information on ore 
samples which have been analyzed 
and on the proposed development of 
the bauxite deposits may be obtained 
from Lourival Ferreira at the firm’s 
address in Belem, Para, Brazil. 


Greece Extends Bid Deadline 


The Agricultural Bank of Greece, in 
Athens, has announced that the bid 
deadline for procurement of 500 to 
1,000 hand or engine-driven tree spray- 
ers has been postponed to June 2. 

This procurement was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 
16, 1956, page 9. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Northern Ireland Council 
Official Arrives May 23 


Lord Chandos, Chairman of 
the Northern Ireland Develop- 
ment Council, Ulster office, 13 
Regent Street, London, 8.W. 1, 
is scheduled to arrive in the 
United States on May 23, for 
discussions with U. S. industry 
officials on the investment po- 
tentials of Northern Ireland. 

Lord Chandos is expected to 
visit New York, Philadelphia, 
and Chicago. His address while 
here is c/o British Consulate 
General, 7th Floor, 99 Park Ave- 
nue, New York City. 

Development plans of the 
Northern Ireland Council were 
announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 19, 1956, 
page 11. 











Airline in Australia 
Wants U. S. Capital 


Southern Airlines, Ltd., 214 Queens- 
berry Street, North Melbourne, Vic- 
toria, the only intrastate airline oper- 
ating in the State of Victoria, is inter- 
ested in obtaining U. S. capital par- 
ticipation for an expansion program 
now being planned. 


The firm, organized in 1955, is now 
operating 2 De Haviland Dove aircraft 
over 5 routes connecting 8 cities and 
towns in Victoria with Melbourne. The 
expansion program envisages the pur- 
chase of 2 or 3 DC-3s, an extension of 
routes, and the carriage of high-pri- 
ority freight. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with R. R. Barnewall, 
president of Southern Airlines, at the 
company’s address in Melbourne. A 
copy of the firm’s prospectus is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. A World Trade Directory report 
also is in preparation and will be 
available soon to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision for $1. 





Bombay Invites Bids for 
Koyna Project Condensers 


The Director of Industries and Cen- 
tral Purchasing Officer of the Bombay 
Government, Old Custom House Yard, 
Fort, Bombay, India, is inviting tenders 
until July 31 for the supply and instal- 
lation of 2 units 30,000-kv.-a., 3-phase, 
50-cycle, 11,500-volt, synchronous con- 
densers complete with the necessary 
equipment for self starting such as 
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Lebanon Firm Asks Collaboration 


Les Fils Habib Badaro, manufac- 
turer of towels and other textile prod- 
ucts, P. O. Box 720, Beirut, seeks an 
arrangement, through either a licens- 
ing agreement or capital participa- 
tion, with a well-known U. S. manu- 
facturer, to produce locally high- 
quality towels. 


Should foreign capital be forth- 
coming, the partnership would not 
object to establishing a limited com- 
pany. Advice from the U. S. company 
is wanted regarding any additional 
capital needed to manufacture tow- 
els of a quality equal to the U. S. 
product. 


According to a prospectus put out 
by Les Fils Habib Badaro, the part- 
nership has had long experience in 
manufacturing towels, underclothing, 
uniforms, tents, and other textile 
products. The total plant area is 
said to be 24,000 square feet of which 
approximately 6,000 square feet are 
occupied by the towel factory. A de- 
tailed history of the company includ- 
ing description of existing plant and 
equipment, capitalization, references, 
estimated local towel production, and 
market potentialities may be found in 
the prospectus. 


Interested parties are invited to ex- 





Canadian Manufacturing Firm 
Seeks Production Rights 


C. H. McInnis Co., Ltd., 2500 Central 
Avenue, Windsor, Ontario, is seeking 
manufacturing rights for the produc- 
tion of U. S.-patented industrial equip- 
ment in Canada. 


The firm’s line of products includes 
all types of conveyor equipment, ex- 
cept screw conveyor and simple roller 
equipment; plating and dip tanks; in- 
dustrial washing equipment; painting 
machines, cranes, racks, bins, etc. The 
company is reportedly capable of cus- 
tom fabricating and producing spe- 
cialized equipment such as turntables, 
hydraulic pushers, lifting devices, and 
heat treating furnaces. Occupying a 
plant area of 24,000 square feet, normal 
employment is said to approximate 120 
employees. 

Details of the plant capacity and 
facilities may be obtained upon re- 
quest from W. H. McInnis, secretary- 
treasurer of the firm, at the Windsor 
address. 





autotransformers and controlling 
switchgear, cables, and the like. Es- 
timated cost of the equipment, in- 
tended for the Koyna Hydroelectric 
project P, is $766,500. 

Tender forms, specifications, and 
drawings may be obtained from the 
Director of Industries, at the address 
given, for $10.50 a set. 


amine the prospectus, available on 
request from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., and to 
correspond direct with Les Fils Habib 
Badaro at the Beirut address. 





Equipment Sought for 
Egyptian Factory 


Quotations are invited by the Per- 
manent Council for the Development 
of National Production, 56 Giza Street, 
Giza, Cairo, for a plant to make var- 
ious electrical equipment including 
transformers, motors, switchgears, 
and meters. 


This is part of a long-range plan 
for electrifying Egypt and utilizing 
water power at the Aswan Dam and 
other stations. Interested parties 
should send their proposals to the 
Permanent Council quoting fees to act 
as consultants for planning the fac- 
tory and layout, providing technical 
“know-how,” exchange of technical 
developments for a number of years, 
training of Egyptian technical per- 
sonnel, supply of raw materials and 
semifinished parts, and terms of capi- 
tal participation, if any, contem- 
plated. While the Permanent Council 
sets May 25 as the deadline for receiv- 
ing these proposals, it is reported 
doubtful that there will be strict ad- 
herence to this provision. 


A copy of a circular letter describ- 
ing the contemplated electrification 
project, the type of equipment re- 
quired, and a summary of Egyptian 
laws concerning development of the 
national economy is available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Burear of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depa: wment of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Production Rights Offered 
By Inventor in Turkey 


Nejat Erincler, Caka Bey Ilk Okulu, 
Buca, Izmir, wishes to sell license to 
produce his electric multiplication 
table to U. S. manufacturer. 


Described as a dévice suitable for 
teaching multiplication to primary 
school pupils, the invention has been 
licensed by the Ministry of Commerce 
and Economy, Ankara. 


Interested manufacturers are in- 
vited to correspond direct with Mr. 
Erincler, at the address given. 


A photograph of the invention is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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India Invites Bids for 
Line Materials Supply 


The Supterintending Engineer, 
Technical (Electrical), Government 
Electricity Department, 157 Mount 


Road, Madras 2, is calling for the sup- 
ply of all line materials and the erec- 
tion of the Tanjoré-Sivaganga 66- 
kilovolt single-circuit line, and for the 
supply of insulators, earth wire, and 
accessories only for the Sivaganga- 
Ramnad 66-kilovolt single-circuit line. 
Closing date of the tender is July 23. 


Specification No. E.300, covering this 
procurement, may be purchased for 
20 rupees plus sales tax, 5 annas—ap- 
proximately US$4.27, bank’s handling 
commission extra—from the Electric- 
ity Department through the Reserve 
Bank of India in Madras. It is sug- 
gested that interested U. S. firms re- 
quest their bankers to contact their 
Madras agents to handle the transac- 
tion. 


A copy of the tender notice is avail- 
able for review from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Construction at Airfields 
In France Planned by NATO 


Two new projects in France, totaling 
an estimated $210,000, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The projects involve construction of 
a munitions depot at Brienne-le-Cha- 
teau airfield and at Chillons-Vatry air- 
field, at a cost of about $105,714 each. 

Firms interested in bidding on this 
construction should communicate with 
French Delegate, Palais de Chaillot, 
Paris, before May 26, giving pertinent 
details of their qualifications and ex- 
perience. 


A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
gram may be obtained from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25 D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The Engineering Department of 
Karachi Port Trust, Karachi, has ex- 
tended from May 10 to May 24 the 
date for receipt of bids for construc- 
tion of 5 transit sheds. 


This bid opportunity was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 
23, 1956, page 15. 
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Greek Firm Invites Bids 


On Mine Installation 


The Ptolemais Lignite Mining 
& Industrial Co., Ltd., 8 Dragat- 
saniou Street, Athens, has issued 
an international bid invitation 
for the Ptolemais open-cast 
lignite mining and industrial 
installation, closing date May 31. 
It is understood, however, that 
the time limit may be extended 
upon written request received by 
May 25. 

Specifications and drawing, in 
German, are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. 











Iranian Company Needs 


Gas Turbine Generator 


Bongah Barq Shiraz (Shiraz Elec- 
tric Company), Shiraz, Iran, requires 
one gas turbine generator 5,000-kilo- 
watt, 11,000-volt, to be installed im- 
mediately and another to be set up 
within the next 5 months. 


Complete installation, except for a 
generator panel which must be 
bought from Germany to complement 
one already in use, is needed. The 
generators must be convertible from 
gas oil to natural gas and should in- 
clude equipment for conditioning the 
fuel oil. 


A tentative offer is requested im- 
mediately by cable, complete quota- 
tion to be submitted later by mail. 
The company is interested in long- 
term financing of this purchase cost 
estimated at $1.4 million. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this firm is in preparation and will be 
available soon to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 





Governments in... 


(Continued from Page 12) 
coaches and 55 electric locomotives, 
July 31.* Bids invited by the Direc- 
tor, Railway Equipment, Railway 
Board, New Delhi. 

Copies of the Indian Railways 
Global Procurement Programme of 
Rolling Stock, No. GP8-1956-57, cov- 
ering this equipment, obtainable from 
Director General, India Store Depart- 
ment, Government Building, Brom- 
yard Avenue, Acton, London W.3, Eng- 
land; and authorized agents—in India 
—of foreign manufactures may obtain 
such copies from the Chief Design En- 
gineer, Central Standards Office, Ba- 


roda House Annex, New Delhi, at 2 
rupees a copy. 


Iraq: 


Drum sheets, 2,020 tons, tenders in- 
vited until June 1 by the Director 
General, Government Oil Refineries 
Administration, Rafidain Bank Build- 
ing, Baghdad. General terms and 
specifications may be obtained for 
US$14 a set. A preliminary deposit of 
$16,800 must accompany bid.* 

Humidification equipment, c. i, f, 
Baghdad, and supervision of instal- 
lation, for tobacco warehouses located 
at Baghdad, Erbil, Kirkuk, and Sul- 
aimaniyah. 

Tenders invited until June 30 by 
Iraqi Tobacco Monopoly Administra- 
tion in Baghdad. 

Tender documents may be inspected 
at Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., or at 
offices of consultants, Tippetts- 
Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton, 62 West 
47th Street, New York 36, N. Y. The 
tender must be accompanied by a bid 
bond of 7 percent of the first 1,000 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80) and 
5 percent of the balance of the esti- 
mated cost. * 

New Zealand: 


Drilling equipment. Bids invited 
until June 19 by the Stores Manager, 
Ministry of Works, P. O. Box 8024, 
Wellington. * 

Sixty radio transmitters, high-fre- 
quency, 250-watt, for 230-volt 50- 
cycle operation. Bids invited until 
July 11 by the Director-General 
(Stores Division), General Post Office, 
Wellington C.l.* 

Switchgear, 350 mv.-a., 11,000-volt, 
of the duplicate busbar, indoor, met- 
alclad, drawout type, and accessories. 
Bids invited until July 24 by the Sec- 
retary, Tenders Committee, State Hy- 
droelectric Department, Wellington. * 

Specifications available for review 
at the office of the New Zealand Gov- 
ernment Trade Commissioner, 1145 
19th Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
Pakistan: 


Electrification of the east wharves 
of the Port of Karachi. Bids invited 
until June 7 by the Chief Engineer, 
Karachi Port Trust, Berth No. 2, Kea- 
mari, Karachi. Transformers, high- 
and low-voltage switchgear, lighting, 
and cables to be supplied. * 

Drawings and specifications obtain- 
able from that authority for 100 ru- 
pees (1 rupee—US$0.21) a set. The 
Port Trust’s consulting engineers, 
Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, 125 Victoria 
Street, Westminster, London, S8.W. 1, 
will supply also the relevant docu- 
ments and drawings at £8 a set (£1— 
US$2.80). 


Union of South Africa: 


Underground cables and jointing 
material, bid deadline June 8.* Bids 
invited by City of Cape Town, Elec- 
tricity Department, Box 82, Cape 
Town. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Trade Leads Reported 
By Salonika Mission 


A review of the interview cards 
prepared by the U. S. Trade Mission 
to the Salonika International Trade 
Fair held last fall in Salonika, Greece, 
reveals that many trade and invest- 
ment opportunities developed by the 
mission remain active. 

Among the commodities in which 
interest was expressed were machin- 
ery of various types, electrical ap- 
pliances and equipment, textiles and 
clothing, paper products, medical and 
dental equipment, bicycles, building 
materials, chemicals, handicraft, fur- 
niture, leather goods, sporting goods, 
plastics, and others. 

A complete listing of these oppor- 
tunities, with name and address of 
inquirer, area, and commiodity of in- 
terest, may be obtained upon re- 
quest from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Denmark—J. Hulsen Vinimport’s 
Eftf. (manufacturer, exporter, im- 
porter), 16 Kongensgade, Nykobing F., 
wishes to export direct except to the 
west coast area, in shipments of 100 
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to 300 cartons, Danish cherry wine, 
alcohol 18% by volume. Cartons con- 
tain 12 bottles of 1 pt. 8 fi. oz. each. 

Buchu Leaves: 

Union of South. Africa—J. G. Reid 
(Pty.), Ltd. (export merchant), P. O. 
Box 16, Ceres, Cape Province, wishes 
to export 20 tons of buchu leaves, 
packed in bales of approximately 250 
lbs. net. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

India—Nirula’s Copper Bazar (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 18 
Sunder Nagar Market, Mathura Road, 
New Delhi, wishes to export direct 
Indian handicrafts including hand- 
made copper and brass art wares; em- 
broidered goods, that is ladies’ hand- 
bags, purses, belts, collars, etc.; buf- 
falo horn and ivory products, and 
leather handbags. 

India—Sai Arts & Industries (manu- 
facturer), Chettijulangara, Trivan- 
drum 1, Travancore-Cochin State, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agents in New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and Miami ivory arts and 
crafts, wood carvings of images, and 
utility and giftware articles. World 
Trade Directory report being pre- 
pared. 

Essential Oils: 

India—Bell & Co. (exporter of cotton, 
oils, woolen druggets), P. B. No. 171, 
Greytown, Coimbatore, Madras State, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent raw eucalyptus oil. World Trade 
Directory report being prepared. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—A. B. Bergrath sel. Wwe. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 16 Bilker 
Strasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quanti- 
ties of prepared mustard in glass or 
earthenware containers. Sample label 
and descriptive leaflet in German. 

Italy—Alessandro Alberti (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 43 Via 
Piumati, Bra (Cuneo Province), wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of high-quality ali- 
mentary jellies used for canned meat, 
sausages, ice cream, sweets, and 
chemical, wine, and pharmaceutical 
industries. 

Hardware: 

Hong Kong—Meyer Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., (manufacturer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 16 Queen’s Road Central, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 10,000 dozen monthly of flash- 
light cases made of aluminum sheet. 
Sample, illustrated leaflet, and price 
list available.* 


Italy—Angelo Becchetti, Lumezzane, 
S. A., Brescia, wishes to export direct 
or through agent door hardware; also 
will manufacture these items to 
buyers’ specifications and designs. 

Sweden—The Anchor-Screw Co. 
(Ankarskruv) (manufacturer, export- 
er), 3 Tornrosavagen, Bromma, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
good-quality anchor screws of Swed- 





DVC Wants Equipment 


For Power Station 


Tenders for the supply of con- 
denser, feedwater heaters, evap- 
orator, de-aerator, de-aerating 
heater, and their accessories for 
50/75-megawatt Bokaro fourth 
unit are invited until June 25 by 
the Deputy Chief Electrical En- 
gineer (Engineering and Re- 
search), Damodar Valley Corpo- 
ration, Anderson House, Alipore, 

' Calcutta 27. 

A copy of the specifications 
and general conditions of con- 
tract is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, UjS. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Additional copies of the 
specifications may be purchased 


Chief Electrical Engineer, at the 
address given, for $21 a set. 











ish manufacture. Illustrated leaflets 
with price information available.* 

Jute Bags: 

India—Jupiter Union (India), Ltd. 
(export merchant), 8/2 Hastings St., 
Calcutta, wishes to export direct or 
through agent laminated jute bags. 
Samples available.* 

Labels: 


France—Th. Bouquet (Societe Ano- 
nyme) (printers, producers, export- 
ters), 6 rue Louis-Aucoin, Auch, Gers, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent French-style lithographed or 
offset labels in full color for bottles, 
cans, tins, and boxes; and related 
articles, such as advertising labels and- 
descriptive pamphlets, which will be 
made to order if desired, in various 
shapes and sizes to meet requirements 
of the importers. 

(See also announcement for this 
company under “Machinery” in Ex- 
port Opportunities). 

Leather Goods: 

England—Darwen Leather Co. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 25 Hacking St., 
Darwen, Lancashire, wishes to export 
direct or through agent leather indus- 
trial work gloves, chamois leather 
driving gloves, chamois and lambs 
wool mitts, and automobile cleaning 
chamois made from chrome suede 
splits, grain hide, etc. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflet available.* 

Raw Cotton: 

India—Bell & Co. (exporter of cotton, 
oils, woolen druggets), P. O. No. 
171, Greytown, Coimbatore, Madras 
State, wishes to export direct or 
through agent short staple Indian 
Desi raw cotton, %” to %” staple 
length. World Trade Directory report 
being prepared. 


from the office of the Deputy |, 
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Records: 

Belgian Congo—Firme Jeronimidis 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
24A Ave. Beernaert, B. P. 74, Leopold- 
ville, wishes to export direct or through 
agent records of African folkloric 
music and songs called “Disques 
Ngoma”. 

Shells: 

British Solomon Islands—Kwan How 
Yuan Pty., Ltd. (exporter), P. O. Box 
87, Honiara, wishes to export direct 
approximately 20 tons monthly of 
Trochus shells; approximately 5 tons 
monthly of green snail shells; and 1 
ton monthly of black lip shells. Shells 
packed in double jute bags. 

Textiles: 

Denmark —Lystra Tekstil Industri 
v/Frederik Johansen (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 7 Petersborgvej, 
Hillerod, wishes to export direct high- 
quality cotton and artificial silk table 
linen in various colors and woven 
patterns. Samples of material avail- 
able.* 

Italy—Guido Ducci (manufacturer, 
exporter), 85 via della Scala, Florence, 
wishes to export direct hand embroi- 
dered articles including sheets, 
spreads, and table cloths. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals: 


Austria—Peter R. Wetzler (importer, 
wholesaler, sales agent handling in- 
dustrial chemicals and chemical raw 
materials), 1 Schottengasse, Vienna I, 
wishes to purchase direct and/or ob- 
tain agency for industrial chemicals. 

Clothing: 

Netherlands — Corsettenhuis v/h 
Wed. Staarink-Boers (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), 12 
Hoge Steenweg, ’s - Hertogenbosch, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
exclusive distributorship or agency for 
the Netherlands from U. S. manufac- 
turers for good-quality corsets, bras- 
sieres, girdles, and related articles. 

Dies: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(importer, manufacturer’s represen- 
tative), 62 Broad St., Durban, wishes 
to purchase used or discontinued dies 
suitable for domestic hardware cast- 
ings in aluminum and zinc alloys. 

Electrical Appliances: 

Thailand —Compagnie Commercial 
Belge (importing distributor), 1-1 
Dejo Road, Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 
electrical appliances, including refrig- 
erators, freezers, automatic and man- 
ually-cperated toasters, roasters, elec- 
tric mixers, waffle irons, and 1- and 
2-burner hotplates. 

Fencing: 

Thailand—Chia Tai Seed Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer), 
102 Songwad Road, Bangkok, wishes 
to purchase direct 100 rolls (100 ft. 
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Police Helmets, Fabrics 
Needed in Peru 


Quotations from U. S. manu- 
facturers able to supply regularly 
plastic police helmets, white 
shirts, and woolen and woolen- 
synthetic fiber and waterproof 
fabrics similar to those used in 
officers’ uniforms in the U. S. 
Army are requested by the Peru- 
vian Police Department. Re- 
portedly 1,500 officers and 15,000 
policemen are to be outfitted. 

The merchandise, to be ac- 
ceptable, must be clearly superior 
in quality and competitive in 
price. 

Firms are invited to correspond 
direct with the Director General 
de ia Guardia Civil y Policia, 
Ministerio de Gobierno y Policia, 
Plaza Italia, Lima, sending sam- 
ples and price lists. 











per roll) of galvanized wire fencing 
made of No. 14 gage wire, with rec- 
tangular interstices measuring ap- 
proximately 1” x 2”. 


Furniture Supplies: 

Thailand—Dhep Nim Mit Co. (archi- 
tects, house and building construc- 
tors, finest quality furniture manu- 
facturers, upholsterers, general mer- 
chants, importers), 407-409 Maesri 
Junction, Bamrungmuang Road, Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct mis- 
cellaneos items required in furniture 
manufacturing. 

Hardware: 

Thailand—Dhep Nim Mit Co. (archi- 
tects, house and building construc- 
tors, finest quality furniture manu- 
facturers, upholsterers, general mer- 
chants, importers), 407-409 Maensri 
Junction, Bamrungmuang Road, Bang- 
kok, seeks direct purchase of 6”, 7”, 
or 8” spiral or coil wire springs for 
chairs or mattresses, and black-fin- 
ished iron or steel swivels for revolv- 
ing office chairs. 


Machinery: 
France—Th. Bouquet (Societe Ano- 
nyme) (printers, producers, export- 


ers of labels for wine bottles, cans, 
and boxes), 6 rue Louis-Aucoin, Auch, 
Gers, wishes to purchase direct good- 
quality modern label- and tag-making 
machine, with appropriate attach- 
ments for producing shipping tags or 
mailing labels. 

The printing and addressing ma- 
chine should, if possible, automati- 
cally perform the following work in 
one operation: Printing on both sides 
(in 2 colors on obverse, and 1 color 
on reverse side); punching (round, 
square, or triangular); fastening of 
eyelets (metal or reinforced paper) 
at speed of 25,000 units per hour; and 
also numbering and cutting off. De- 
scriptive literature and price list de- 


sired from U. S. manufacturers. Sam- 
ples of tags to be printed by required 
machine available.* 

Thailand—On Luck (importer, man- 
ufacturer of plastic articles), 354 
Bhoriphat Road, Sapan Lek, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct one plastic 
extrusion machine for the manufac- 
ture of nylon plastic baby nursing 
bottles. 

Paints and Varnishes: 

Thailand—Dhep Nim Mit Co. (archi- 
tects, house and building constructors, 
finest quality furniture manufactur- 
ers, upholsterers, general merchants, 
importers), 407-409 Maensri Junction, 
Bamrungmuang Road, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct lacquer 
thinner. 

Petroleum Products: 

Singapore—The Successors of Moine 
Comte & Co., Ltd. (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturer’s agent), Union 
Bldg., Collyer Quay, Singapore 1, 
wishes to purchase direct for use in 
cosmetics 5 to 6 tons monthly of 
petrolatum jelly, snow white and am- 
ber, and white oil with specific gray- 
ity of 0.871 to 0.862. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Thailand—Chamroen Dispensary Co. 
(importing distributor, retailer of 
pharmaceuticals), 343 Bamrungmaung 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
direct standard-quality antibiotics, 
such as penicillin, streptomycin, sul- 
fadiazine, and other sulfa drugs. 

Upholstery Supplies: 

Thailand—Dhep Nim Mit Co. (ar- 
chitects, house and building construc- 
tors, finest quality furniture manu- 
facturers, upholsterers, general mer- 
chants, importers), 407-409 Maensri 
Junction, Bamrungmuang Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct 
trimmings for furniture upholstery. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Adhesives: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, seeks 
agency for glues and adhesives for 
the paper and cardboard packaging 
industry. 

Building Materials: 

Kuwait—Mohamed Abdul Rahman 
Al-Bahar (importing distributor, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 148, New 
St., Kuwait, wishes to obtain agency 
for miscellaneous building materials. 

Electrical Equipment: 

Kuwait—Mohamed Abdul Rahman 
Al-Bahar (importing distributor, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 148, New 
St., Kuwait, seeks agency for electrical 
equipment. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—Bodo Meraner (manufac- 
turer’s agent, broker), 15 Colonnaden, 
Hamburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for all grades of California bee honey; 
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dried fruit, such as dried apples, pears, 
peaches, prunes, apricots, and raisins; 
and sweetened and unsweetened or- 
ange, grapefruit, and blended citrus 
fruit juices, packed in standard tins. 

Hardware: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, 
seeks agency for builders’ hand and 
power tools, and builders’ and domes- 
tic hardware in general. 

Household Goods: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, 
seeks agency for plastic household 
articles. 

Lumber: 

British West Indies—O. D. Brisbane 
& Sons (Grenada), Ltd. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P. O. Box 99, St. George’s, Grenada, 
wishes to obtain agency for pitch- 
pine lumber. 

Machinery: 

Belgium — Maison L. Vandenschrik 
S. A. (importer, sales agent of raw 
materials and machinery for choco- 
late, confectionery, and biscuit in- 
dustries), 14 Ave. Rogier, Brussels, is 
interested in obtaining exclusive agen- 
cies in Belgium and Benelux countries 
from U. S. manufacturers of materials 
as well as machinery for manufactur- 
ing and wrapping in chocolate, confec- 
tionery, and biscuit industries. 

Finland —Oy Nortek Ab (import 
agency, consulting engineers), Etel- 
aranta, Helsinki, seeks agency for the 
following modern equipment of good 
quality: Mining machinery, forklift 
trucks, and other materials-handling 
equipment; and earth-moving and 
construction machines. 

Switzerland — Dr. H. Brehm, Inge- 
nieurbureau (importer, manufactur- 
er’s agent), 23 Schaffhauserstrasse, 
Zurich 6, wishes to obtain agency for 
high-quality equipment for pumping, 
heating, cooling, transporting, and 
mixing, for use in chemical engi- 
neering. 

Marine Engines: 

Kuwait—Mohamed Abdul Rahman 
Al-Bahar (importing distributor, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 148, New 
St.. Kuwait, wishes to obtain agency 
for marine engines. 

Rubber Products: 

Canada—Alex F. Macpherson (man- 
agement of subsidiary Canadian cor- 
porations importing commodities into 
Canada), 11 King St. West, Toronto, 
Ontario, seeks agency for materials 
generally consumed in bulk by manu- 
facturers. Firm is particularly inter- 
ested in synthetic rubbers, dry or 
liquid, or any commodity used by the 
rubber, plastic, or shoe industries. 

Scales: 


Union of South Africa — Transvaal 
Spice Works and Butchers’ Requisites 
(Pty.), Ltd. (sales agent), 86 Pim St., 
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Newtown, Johannesburg, seeks agency 
for cylinder scale of 30-lb. capacity, 
with an English-currency price-com- 
puting chart; however, if not ‘avail- 
able, firm would be prepared to pay 
for cost of producing an English chart. 
Illustrated pamphlets from U. S. 
manufacturers desired. 
Textiles: 


Thailand—H. W. Schneider & Co. 
(manufacturers’ representative, com- 
mission agent), 56 Asoke Road, Bang- 
kapi, Bangkok, seeks agency for the 
following textile piece goods: Fancy 
colored woven cotton voiles and dress 
materials; modern-design printed 
cottons; and artificial fiber fabrics. 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, 
seeks agency for upholstering fabrics 
—particularly for the automotive 
trade—as well as for shirtings. 

Union of South Africa—I. Richter & 
Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 9 Embassy House, 326 West 
St., Durban, wishes to obtain agency 
for cotton and rayon piece goods, as 
well as upholstering and curtaining 
fabrics. 

Toilet Goods: 


Austria — Roger Macon (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer, sales agent 
handling cosmetics and toilet prepar- 
ations), 3 Joanelligasse, Vienna VI, 
wishes to obtain agency for quality 
cosmetics and toilet preparations. 

Yarns: 

Denmark—A/S Oltex (manufactur- 
er’s agent), 2 Kampmannsgade, Co- 





British Visitor Seeks 
Agreement 


G. L. E. Spier, representing 
Destrol Sales, Ltd., 402 Salis- 
bury House, London Wall, Lon- 
don E. C. 2, manufacturers of a 
self-contained sewage disposal 
apparatus, is in the United 
States for a visit of approxi- 
mately 3 weeks to interest a U. S. 
manufacturer in the production 
and sale of their product on the 
U. S. market. 


The U. S.-patented apparatus 
—manufactured from metal and 
proofed against corrosion—is 
said to have been marketed suc- 
cessfully in rural and mining 
areas where there is either no 
main water supply or no main 
drainage, as well as in airlines 
and trains. . 

Mr. Spier will be in the United 
States until June 3. Complete 
details are available upon re- 
quest from Mr. Spier, c/o Savoy 
Plaza Hotel, Fifth Avenue at 
58th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 











WORLD TRADE LEADS 


penhagen, wishes to obtain agency 
for crepe nylon yarn for the manu- 
facture of men’s and women’s stock- 
ings; flat nylon yarn for manufacture 
of women’s stockings; and flat nylon 
yarn for warp knitting machines. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—F. O. Shenn, representing 
Shennen Publishing & Publicity Co. 
(editor of magazines), 56 Young St., 
Sydney, is interested in commercial 
transport and related publications. 
Scheduled to arrive in June, via New 
York, for a visit of 3 months. U. 8S. 
address: c/o Australian Government 
Trade Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave., 
New York, and 206 Sansome St., San 
Francisco 4, Calif. Itinerary: New 
York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, 
Cleveland, and Los Angeles. 

Australia—Dr. Alan K. G. Thorson, 
representing Chemical Plant & En- 
gineering Co. Pty., Ltd. (industrial 
plant research, design, and construc- 
tion), Ashley St. West Footscray, Vic- 
toria, is interested in manufacture 
of plant and equipment for chemical 
and allied industries either under 
license from U. S. firms, or for U. 8S. 
firms which intend to manufacture 
in Australia. Scheduled to arrive 
June 2, via San Francisco, for a visit 
of 6 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o John St. Durant, 
42 Summer St., Weston 93, Mass. 
Itinerary: San Francisco (June 2-5), 
Los Angeles (June 6-10), Cincinnati 
(June 12); Chicago (June 13-17), De- 
troit (June 18), and New York (June 
19-July 13). 

Australia—Keith George Westerwel- 
ler, managing director, Moffat-Virtue, 
Ltd. (manufacturer), Epsom Road, 
Rosebery, Sydney, is interested in con- 
cluding licensing agreements with 
U. S. manufacturers of home appli- 
ances, electric pumps, and light air- 
cooled gasoline motors which the firm 
could manufacture and_ distribute 
throughout Australia. Scheduled to 
arrive June 1, via New York, for a 
visit of 3 to 4 weeks. 

U. 8. address: c/o American Express 
Co., Overseas Patrons Service Division, 
649 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Washington, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, De- . 
troit, and San Francisco. 

Guatemala—Herculano Aguirre, rep- 
resenting self, 4a. Avenida 10-78, 
Zona 10, Guatemala City, is interested 
in shoemaking machinery, leather- 
tanning machinery, and rubber-vul- 
canizing machinery. Was scheduled 
to arrive May 5, via New Orleans, for 
a visit of 3 weeks. U. 8. address: c/o 
Statler Hotel, 7th Ave. and 33d St., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York 
and Boston. 


7 

















WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if. mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. 8S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 


The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 
Economic Reports 

Establishing a Business in the Gold 
Coast. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-33. 9 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Syria, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-37. 8 pp. 
10 cents 


Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to Burma. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-38. 5 pp. 10 cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
New Zealand. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-39. 
6 pp. 10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Bolivia. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-41. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 


Statistical Reports 

Trade of the United States With the 
Soviet Bloc, 1948 and 1952-55.. WTIS, 
Part 3, No. 56-15. 4 pp. 20 cents. 

Total Export and Import Trade of 
the United States, January 1955-Jan- 
wary 1956 and Preliminary February. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-16. 12 pp. 20 
cents. 


Utilities Abroad 


Civil Aviation in French West Af- 
rica. WTIS, Part 4, No. 56-5. 8 pp. 
20 cents. 





a Books 
““ Reports 


Private Foreign Investment. By Sey- 
mour J. Rubin. Baltimore, Md. The 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1956. 107 pp. 
$3.50. 


Taking as a point of departure the 
desirability of private foreign invest- 
ment and of ample security for such 
investment, this book offers a detailed 
summary of the views of modern na- 
tions on the rights and obligations of 
private foreign enterprise. The status 
of an investor in relation to his coun- 
try is considered, and accepted dogma 
is tested against such realities as 
modern exchange controls. 

The book concludes with an exami- 
nation of various techniques utilized 
for protection of investment, and an 
appraisal of the efficacy of such tech- 
niques in the changed circumstances 
of the world. 

The book is based on a series of 
lectures given by the author in 1955 
under the auspices of the School of 
Advanced International Studies of 
the Johns Hopkins University. 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Re- 
port. Washington, D.C. U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, April 1956. 
Chemical production and trade in 

Yugoslavia, the world rubber situa- 

tion in 1955, and statistics on U. S. 

imports and exports of organic and 

inorganic chemicals for _ selected 
months in 1955-56, are given in this 
latest monthly report prepared by the 

Department’s Business and Defense 

Services Administration. 


The 27-page bulletin may be pur- 
chased from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
any of the Department’s Field Offices, 
at 15 cents a copy. 


17th Annual Report of the Foreign- 
Trade Zones Board. Washington, 
D. C. U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, 1956. 31 pp. 


Activities of the 5 Foreign-Trade 
Zones—Los Angeles, New Orleans, New 
York, San Francisco, and Seattle—are 
described in this annual report to the 
Congress on operations in fiscal 1955. 


The report is available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or any of the Department 
of Commerce Field Offices at 20 cents 
a copy. 


International Iron and Steel. Wash- 
ington, D. C. U. S. Department of 
Commerce, April 1956. 21 pp. 

This second annual statistical re- 
port on U. 8. foreign trade in iron and 
steel for 1955 shows that a booming 





Turkish Agency Issues 
New Trade Review 


The first issue, April-May, of 
the Turkish American Trade 
Review, a new bimonthly pub- 
lished by the Turkish Tele- 
graphic Society, includes general 
news items and special articles 
of interest to businessmen wish- 
ing to cultivate trade with 
Turkey. The annual subscrip- 
tion price is $5. 


A sample copy of the first is- 
sue will be mailed by the pub- 
lishers, 158 West 29th Street, 
New York 1, N. Y., to any busi- 
ness firms interested in Turkish- 
American commerce. 











New British Directory Lists 
Insecticide Manufacturers 


The 1956 Directory of British In-. 
secticides, Fungicides, and Weedkill- 
ers, published by the Association of 
British Insecticide Manufacturers, 
lists alphabetically in section I mem- 
ber firms; office, factory, cable ad- 
dresses; and products manufactured. 

The second section is a directory of 
products and services—including 
aerial applications, aerosols, fungi- 
cides, poison baits, weedkillers, seed 
soil disinfectants, and many other 
items. A third section consists of 
proprietary and trade names and 
marks. It has also an index to prod- 
ucts and services. 

A copy of this directory is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C,, 
or it may be purchased from the 
publishers, c/o Cecil Chambers, 86 
Strand, London, W. C. 2. 





world economy had its counterpart in 
an increased tempo in iron and steel 
import and export activity. 


U. S. imports of iron ore established 
an all-time high of 26.3 million tons 
in 1955, 8.6 million tons over compar- 
able imports in 1954. U. S. foreign 
trade in steel mill products in 1955 
topped those of the preceding year by 
45 percent in the case of exports, and 
25 percent in imports. 

Prepared by the Department’s Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration, the report contains detailed 
statistics on iron and steel imports 
and exports by product, country of 
origin, and destination. The bulletin 
may be purchased from the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices at 20 cents a copy. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Ontario Changes Rules 
For In-Transit Trucks 


Regulations governing freight-in- 
pond transport across Ontario by U. 8. 
commercial truckers holding class L 
licenses have been changed in two 
major respects: Effective April A 
the number of trips permitted each 
week is practically doubled, an in- 
crease Of from 60 to 115-120, and the 
fee per trip is raised from $7 to $8. 


All concerned are reported to be 
pleased with the changes. 


Specifically, truckers now can make 
20 trips a day without further restric- 
tions, which will total about 115 trips 
a week in summer and 120 in winter. 
The previous limit was 60 a week. 


In addition, a further concession is 
made by an amendment to the High- 
way Traffic Act which permits use of 
certain American-type cab lights on 


in-transit trucks, thereby solving a 
problem. 


Nothing has been done about set- 
ting up a system requiring U. S. truck- 
ers to purchase gasoline in Ontario 
while crossing the Province. It is 
understood, however, that trucking 
firms will be “encouraged” to buy 


more gasoline than they have been 
doing. 


The importance of the Ontario 
freight-in-bond trucking business to 
U. 8. firms is evidenced by its growth. 
After the system was established in 
1952 no less than 87,065 trips were 
made up until the end of February 
1956. A total of 3,468 trips were made 
in February. 


A copy of a notice sent by the On- 
tario Registrar of Motor Vehicles to 
all holders of class L licenses on March 
27 advising them of the changes in 
regulations reads as follows: 


Effective as of April 3, 1956, all class L 
Public commercial vehicle operating licenses 
authorizing transportation of freight in bond 
through Ontario will be amended by deletion 
of the present restrictions relative to trips 
which may be operated and by the substitu- 
tion of the following: (a) not more than 20 
trips per day; (b) not more than 15 trips on 
Saturday during the period from and includ- 
ing the first day of April to and including 
the thirty-first day of October. 


No public commercial vehicle shall be op- 
erated under a class L license (a) on a holi- 
day; (b) after 12 noon on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday preceding a 
holiday; and (c) on Saturday after 12 noon 
during the period from and including the 
Ist of April to and including the 3ist of 
October. 

Effective as of today’s date the fee payable 
for each single-trip permit is increased from 
$7 to $8 (Canadian funds). Permits pur- 
Chased prior to today will, of course, be 
honored until used. 

It will be unnecessary for you to return your 
Operating license to this office for correction 
as the necessary notation has been made on 
our records and our enforcement officers and 
the collectors of customs have been advised. 





Maritime Day, May 22. 
May 21, 1956 


Burma Receives $19-Million Bank Loan for 
Improvement of Railways, Port of Rangoon 


The World Bank on May 4 made 
two loans totaling $19,350,000 for im- 
provement of Burma’s transport sys- 
tem. One in the amount of $5,350,000 
will be used to pay for rolling stock 
and bridge construction materials 
under a rehabilitation and develop- 
ment program being carried out by 
Burma Railways in the years 1955-59. 
The other of $14 million will be used 
for improving the port of Rangoon. 

Under the railway program, 1,830 
freight cars, 178 passenger cars, and 
6 diesel locomotives will be acquired; 
200 miles of track will be relaid with 
heavier rail; 50 minor bridges will 
be repaired; and a new bridge will be 
built across the Sittang River to re- 
place the one destroyed during the 
war. Thus all-rail service will be re- 
established between Rangoon and 
southeast Burma. 

Consulting engineers have been re- 
tained to advise on all major works, 
and a qualified bridge engineer has 
been employed to supervise construc- 
tion of the Sittang bridge. 

Total cost of the railway program 
is estimated at the equivalent of $35 
million, of which $20 million will be 
foreign exchange. Foreign-exchange 
requirements not covered by the 
Bank’s loan will come in large part 
from Japanes> reparations; and the 
remainder of the financing, both of 
foreign exchange and local currency, 
will be provided by the Government 
and Burma Railways. 


Rangoon Port To Be Improved 


The port loan will help finance the 
reconstruction of cargo berths and 
storage facilities and the cost of float- 
ing equipment, such as dredges and 
tugs, for harbor operations. 

Three general cargo berths at the 
Sule Pagoda wharf will be recon- 
structed as a_ reinforced-concrete 
open-pile structure with a_ total 
length of about 1,600 feet. Storage 
facilities to be built for the berths 
consist of three transit sheds, a gen- 
eral cargo shed, a shed for zinc ex- 
ports, and a depot and maintenance 
shed for cargo-handling equipment. 
Total floor area of the storage facil- 
ities will be about 580,000 square feet. 
Open storage will also be provided 
for lead exports. 

Electricity and fire-prevention fa- 
cilities will be installed, and roads 
and railway tracks will be constructed 
to serve the area’s needs. The cargo- 
handling equipment to be acquired, 
mainly tractor trailers, fork-lift 
trucks, and cranes, will be used at the 
Sule Pagoda wharf and at nearby 
Brooking Street wharf. 


Included in the new floating craft 
will be dredges, tugs, a buoy vessel, 


pilot vessel, fire float, and a number 
of mooring units. 

The project’s total cost is estimated 
at the equivalent of $19.3 million. The 
$14-million bank loan will finance the 
necessary imported equipment, ma- 
terials, and services. The loan is for 
a 20-year term and bears 434-percent 
interest, including the statutory 1i- 
percent commission charged by the 
Bank. Amortization will begin April 
15, 1960. ‘ 


The commissioners for the port of 
Rangoon will engage the services of 
consulting engineers for the project’s 
execution. 





Construction Contract Let 
For Pier at Acajutla Port - 


A contract for construction of a 
breakwater pier at Acajutla, El Salva- 
dor, now an open roadstead, was 
closed the middle of April. 

The successful bidder is the West 
German firm of Salzgitter Indus- 
triebau Gesellschaft m. b. H., of Salz- 
gitter Drutte, and the amount set 
forth in the contract is US$4,282,000. 

The contract calls for construction 
of a stone breakwater approximately 
500 yards long roughly at right angles 
to the beach, and a breakwater ap- 
proximately 300 yards long at the end 
of and at approximately right angles 
to the first one. The latter section 
will serve as a pier carrying a high- 
way and railroad tracks and will sup- 
port a fully enclosed transit shed. The 
tracks will connect with the Salvador 
Railroad, a narrow-gage British-own- 
ed line running from the port to the 
capital city of San Salvador. 


PAA Cuts Round-Trip Fares 
To South American Cities 


An all-year excursion fare for round- 
trip air travel to various South Amer- 
ican countries, representing a 30- 
percent cut in current rates, has been 
announced by Pan American World 
Airways. : 

The new fare, scheduled to go into 
effect on April 23, will apply to groups 
of two or more persons traveling to- 
gether to and south of Rio de Janeiro, 
Lima, or La Paz. Trips must be com- 
pleted in 30 days. 

Both first-class and tourist travel 
is included in the excursion fares and 
stopovers are permitted. Travel must 
originate in and terminate in the 
United States or Canada. 

Round-trip fares will be 70 percent 
of one-way fares now in effect for the 
itinerary traveled. 
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New Plants To Expand 
French Power Supply 


Two large thermoelectric power 
plants under construction in the Paris 
area by Electricite de France will be 
put into operation in 1956, and con- 
struction of a third plant will be 
undertaken. 


The plants nearing completion are 
those at Creil, Oise, on the Oise River 
and Porcheville, Seine-et-Oise, on the 
Seine. Each plant will produce 2 billion 
kilowatt-hours annually. Each will 
have four turbine generators of 115,- 
000-125,000-kilowatt installed capacity, 
and each will consume from 800,000 to 
1 million metric tons of coal annually. 
Representing investments of 40 billion 
francs or US$114.3 million, the plants 
will be among the most modern in 
Europe and reportedly will operate at 
a high rate of efficiency. 


Construction will begin this year on 


a new thermal plant at Montereau, 
Loiret, which will be of approximately 
the same size and of the same impor- 
tance as those at Creil and Porche- 
ville. 

Electricite de France estimates that 
to meet the increasing demand for 
electric power in France production 
will have to be doubled in 10 years. As 
25 percent of French power consump- 
tion is in the Paris area and less loss 
in transmission is incurred if the 
source of power is near the consumer, 
a special effort is being made to locate 
new plants in that area. 


Taking into account improvements 
and additions to power facilities out- 
side the Paris area, Electricite de 
France estimates that the Paris region 
needs to construct every year for the 
next 15 years a power plant the size of 
the Creil or Porcheville plant in order 
to meet the expected demand by 1975 
for an additional 64% million-kilowatt 
installed capacity. 


Funds Obtained for Railway, 
Highway Projects in Brazil 


The Brazilian Ministry of Trans- 
portation and Public Works has ob- 
tained Presidential approval for a new 
5-year highway plan which envisages 
spending about 13 billion cruzeiros on 
road construction in Brazil. Provision 
is made for construction of 10,126 
kilometers and the paving of 3,255 
kilometers. 

Rede Mineira de Viacao, an import- 
ant Government-owned railway in 
Brazil, has received a loan of 567,850,- 
000 cruzeiros from the National Bank 
for Economic Development (Banco 
Nacional de Desenvolvimento Eco- 
nomico. The funds will be used for 
execution of joint Brazil-U. S. Eco- 
nomic Development Commission proj- 
ect No. 20, which calls for additional 
electrification; improvement of the 





permanent way; acquisition of ties, 
roadbed materials, and rails; and pur- 
chase of locomotives and freight cars. 
Project No. 20 originally envisaged an 
expenditure of US$7,040,953 and 703,- 
125,807 cruzeiros. 

Rede Mineira de Viacao is an im- 
portant distribution network for the 
interior of the States of Minas Gerais 
and Goias. 


India Provides $2 Million 
For Buckingham Canal Work 


The sum of 11.5 million fupees, or 
US$2,415,000, has been provided in 
India’s second 5-year plan for devel- 
opment of the Buckingham Canal, 
according to the local press. 

Madras State will undertake de- 
velopment of the canal within the 
port of Madras and north to the 
Andhra border, a distance of 98 miles. 
Andhra will handle the work on the 
160 miles of canal under its jurisdic- 
tion. For preliminary investigations 
the Government of India has sanc- 
tioned 15,000 rupees, or US$3,150, 
and 27,000 rupees, or US$5,670, for 
Madras and Andhra, respectively. 

The plans are to deepen the canal 
so as to maintain a constant depth of 
6 feet widen it to one and a half 
times its present bottom width of 20 
feet, and link it with Madras Harbor. 








Colombia Approves Calima 
Hydroelectric Power Plant 


The Colombian Government has ap- 
proved the Calima hydroelectric proj- 
ect which is to provide 120,000 kilo- 
watts of peaking capacity and add 
to the regional system 93,400 kilo- 
watts of continuous power at 60 per- 
cent load factor. 

It is understood that the project, 
which was approved through decree 
No. 0160, dated January 31, 1956, can 
be constructed and put into opera- 
tion within about 3 years from the 
date its financing is assured. 

Plans call for transmission facili- 
ties to provide the primary 115-kilo- 
volt networks extending from Cartago 
to Cali to Popayan, integrating and 
interconnecting existing facilities, and 
generating plants and load centers in 
the region. 





New Scandinavia-Moscow air serv- 
lees were scheduled to begin on May 4, 
with an Aeroflot flight from Moscow 
to Stockholm, an SAS official report- 
ed. SAS was not expected to begin 
operations until May 9. 

Both SAS and Aeroflot will have 
four, weekly flights:in each direction. 

SAS will use converted twin-en- 
gined Scandia planes with a capacity 
of 24 passengers, and Aeroflot will use 
twin-engined Ilyushin planes with a 
21-passenger capacity. Travel time 
between Stockholm and Moscow will 
be approximately 6 hours. 


European Air Pact 
Open for Signature 


A multilateral agreement on com- 
mercial rights for nonscheduled air 
services in Europe was opened on 
April 30 for signature at the European 
and African Office of the Internationa] 
Civil Aviation Organization in Paris, 
ICAO has announced. 

The agreement was prepared at the 
European Civil Aviation Conference 
held in Strasbourg in November and 
December 1955 and was completed in 
Paris, with representatives from Bel- 
gium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and Turkey participating. 

The main purpose of the new inter- 
national agreement is to insure free- 
dom of operation for certain cate- 
gories of commercial flights: 

eFlight of aircraft engaged in hu- 
manitarian or emergency missions. 

eTransport of passengers by air 
taxi. 

eSmall aircraft with a seating ca- 
pacity for not more than 6 passengers. 

eShorter flights which have no re- 
sale of space. 

eIsolated flights with frequencies of 
not more than once a month. 

eFreight and passenger transport 
operations between regions which have 
no reasonably direct connections by 
scheduled air services. 

Freedom of operation means pri- 
marily either removal of requirements 
for prior permission for flight or 
simplification of procedures necessary 
to obtain such permission. 

The agreement was signed on April 
30 by representatives of Belgium, 
France, Luxembourg, and Switzerland. 





India Extends Shipping Act 


A Government bill proposing an 
extension for another 2 years of the 
Indian Control of Shipping Act of 
1947, which was to have expired on 
March 31, has been passed by the Lok 
Sabha. 

The act introduced a system of li- 
censing all ships engaged in the In- 
dian coastal trade and reserved all 
coastal trade to Indian bottoms. 

As a consequence Indian shipping 
interests have enjoyed a monopoly 
in coastdl traffic for the past few years. 

The Deputy Minister for Transport 
announced in Parliament that the 
Government would present a more 
comprehensive, consolidated Indian 
Merchant Shipping Act in the cur- 
rent budget session but for the inter- 
vening period it was necessary to ex- 
tend the present 1947 act. 





Iraqi Airways inaugurated its new 
weekly Viscount service to London 
via Istanbul and Vienna on April 16. 
Service between Baghdad and Cairo 
via Damascus, suspended on January 
4, was to be resumed on April 25. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Two Insurance Firms 
Formed in Ceylon 


Two new insurance companies have 
been formed in Ceylon to write life 
and nonlife risks. 

One company will be assisted in 
technical problems and _ personnel 
training by an American, an Indian, 
and two British insurance companies, 
which will also provide reinsurance 
facilities. The other will have as 
technical adviser a senior official of 
a British insurance company. Both 
companies have an authorized capital 
of 2 million rupees, which is being 
subscribed locally. 


Development of insurance in Ceylon 
has been somewhat limited, but busi- 
ness has increased in the past few 
years. A number of local insurance 
companies have been formed since the 
first Ceylonese company was founded 
in 1939. Although statistics are lack- 
ing, it is reported that about seven- 
eights of insurance sales are made by 
foreign insurance companies, princi- 
pally British, that have been repre- 
sented in Ceylon for many years by 
firms engaged in tea and rubber plan- 
tation ownership and management 
and which also act as general insur- 
ance agents. 





Federal Funds Increased for 
Trans-Canada Highway 


The Canadian House of Commohs 
on April 23 passed legislation raising 
the permissible Federal contribution 
for construction of the 4,580-mile 
Trans-Canada Highway from $150 mil- 
lion to $250 million. 


The Federal Government is author- 
ized to extend from 1956 to mid-1961 
its arrangements with the Provinces 
for paying 50 percent of the highway’s 
construction costs. Also, the Federal 
Government will be able to pay 90 per- 
cent of the cost of building approxi- 
mately 449 miles of the highway 
which represent the most costly 
stretches and stretches where there 
is no highway of any type. It is 
now hoped that the entire project 
can be completed by 1960 or at the 
latest by 1961. 





lraq Awards Contract for 
Nasiriya Highway Bridge 

The Iraq Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, on April 23 awarded to the 
British firm Dorman Long, the con- 
tract for construction of a highway 
bridge over the Euphrates River at 
Nasiriya. The contract is in the 
amount of $1,788,892. 

An announcement concerning the 
project appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 23, 1956, page 15. 
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| TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


Gainer AUTONET 


The monthly storage charge for 
cargo not withdrawn from Callao, 
Peru, marine terminal within 30 days 
after arrival has been further in- 
crease from 20 to 40 soles a metric ton 
or fraction thereof, effective April 1 (1 
Peruvian sol—approximately T'S $9.95). 


The charge was raised at *he re- 
quest of the Callao Port Auth. ty be- 
cause previous measures intended to 
accelerate withdrawal of merchandise 
unloaded at Callao evidently have 
been inadequate. 





A plane reportedly made a trial 
flight from Kunming, Communist 
China, to Rangoon, Burma, and return 
in March preparatory to the opening 
of regular air service between the two 
countries as provided for in their 
November 1955 air transport agree- 
ment. 


A China news agency announce- 
ment indicated that regular flights 
would begin in April. 





Swissair, the Swiss national air car- 
rier, plans to increase its capital from 
14 million to 42 million francs, the 
company has announced. The com- 
pany’s total revenue in 1955 amounted 
to 130 million francs (1 franc=—US- 
$0.234). 





Aer Lingus, the Irish airline, has 
announced that it will purchase three 
Viscount Majors, improved and slightly 
larger versions of the four Viscount 
aircraft now operated by the company. 
The first plane’s delivery is expected 
in April 1957 and the other two early 
in 1958. Estimated cost is about £1.2 
million. These planes probably are 
intended for the heavy-traffic London 
route and the longer routes to the 
Continent, which the company hopes 
to expand in the next few years. 

Aer Lingus reportedly also has 
placed an order for four Dutch Fokker 
Friendship aircraft for delivery about 
the end of 1958. These planes are in- 
tended for use on Aer Lingus’ several 
short routes and would begin replace- 
ment of its fleet of 13 DC-3’s. 





Indian Airlines Corporation report- 
edly will recommend to the Govern- 
ment of India that its fleet of Sky- 
masters, or DC4’s, and Vikings be 
scrapped and replaced with Vickers 
Viscounts. Five Viscounts already or- 
dered are expected to be delivered by 
the middle of 1957 and if the Govern- 
ment accepts the recommendation, an- 
other 5 may be ordered at an early 
date. Nearly 18 million rupees is pro- 


UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





vided in the 1956-57 budget estimates 


for the purchase of 5 such aircraft. 
Indian Airlines now has a fleet of 6 


Skymasters, 8 Herons, 12 Vikings, and 
67 Dakotas, or DC’s. 


Incoming and outgoing travelers to 
Bolivia are not required to declare 
their foreign-exchange holdings. 
Travelers may freely purchase foreign 
exchange at the official public auc- 
tions held daily by the Bolivian Gov- 
ernment or from exchange brokerage 
houses. No official limit is set on the 
amount that may be required by any 
one person. 


The announced purpose of the auc- 
tions is to make exchange available 
to travelers. 








Tourism in Haiti now ranks second 
only to coffee as a source of income. 
Starting with less than 10,000 visitors 
a year before 1950, the tourist trade 
has grown steadily to reach 55,000. in 
1955. 

The Haitian Hotel Association esti- 
mates that tourist hotel investments in 
the country amount to 30.5 million 
gourdes, or US 6.1 million. At the end 
of 1955 there were 668 rooms in Port- 
au-Prince and 62 in Cap Haitien, not 
including third-class rooms. 





A Bolivian Institute of National 
Aviation was established in Cocha- 
bamba on April 16. Created with the 
aid of U. S. International Cooperation 
Administration technicians and funds, 
the Institute will be used to train air- 
plane mechanics for Bolivian airlines. 

Air Service by Lloyd Aero Colom- 
biano between Bogota, Colombia, and 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, was officially in- 
augurated on April 19. Lloyd Aereo 
Boliviano will provide a connecting 
service between Cochabamba and La 
Paz. 





Report of .. . 
(Continued from Page 11) 


other country. The problems which 
our two nations face in expanding 
their trade on a mutually satisfactory 
and mutually profitable basis may be 
difficult, but they are not insoluble. 

What is needed on both sides is 
goodwill and common sense, and con- 
tinued devotion to the principles of 
fair play and free enterprise which 
have made the American economy the 
greatest in the world. The members 
of the 1956 U. S. Trade Mission to 
Japan feel that their work in Japan 
has contributed significantly to this 
purpose. 
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Cuban Economic. . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


that other investments totaling about 
$7 million would be aimed at increas- 
ing production of copper, manganese, 
iron, zinc, gold, and silver. A number 
of American, Canadian, and European 
mining companies were exploring 
mineral possibilities, particularly at 
the eastern end of Cuba. 


Cuba’s infant petroleum industry 
continued to progress. Output, al- 
though still very small compared with 
domestic consumption, now 1,650 bar- 
rels a day, was about three times as 
much as the production of a year ago. 
Exploration is expanding, and interest 
from abroad remains at a high level. 
The discovery of a commercial natural 
gas well is a new stimulus to the in- 
dustry. However, it is uncertain 
whether the deposit is of sufficient size 
or marketing facilities can be ar- 
ranged for economic development. 


Reserve Position Strengthened 


The National Bank’s March 31 
balance statement showed that Cuba’s 
official international reserves totaled 
$523 million, up almost 4 percent for 
the quarter and about 3 percent above 
the corresponding period of the pre- 
ceding year. This declared total is not 
adjusted for that part of the reserves 
used to secure short-term dollar 
credits. If such an adjustment were 
made, Cuba’s international-reserve 
position would be shown as stronger 
than at the beginning of the quarter 
but appreciably weaker than a year 
ago. 

After contracting sharply in Janu- 
ary following the holiday season, the 
volume of peso notes in circulation 
expanded steadily during the re- 
mainder of the quarter to a total of 
437 million, @ million above the De- 
cember 31 figure and 15 million above 
March 31, 1955. 

A similar pattern was registered for 
the National Bank’s reserve-liable de- 
posits,.reaching a March 31 level of 
284 million. Reserve deposits by the 
commercial banks increased substan- 
tially, in tempo with the higher level 
of banking activity and the State’s 
deposits registering significant gains 
reflected seasonally high revenue col- 
lections. The increase in the National 
Bank’s deposit and note liabilities 
more than offset the declared gain in 
international reserves, and the official 





Greek Economy... 


(Continued from Page 2) 


27 percent and wholesale prices rose 
8 percent, compared with a 4.2-percent 
increase in 1954. A combination of in- 
creased local production, heavy U. 8. 
aid, a curtailed rate of credit expan- 
sion through currency committee con- 
trols, and a high level of imports kept 
prices from rising more than they did. 
—U. 8S. Emb., Athens. 
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reserve ratio moved downward slightly 
over the quarter—from 73.9 to 172.6 
percent. 


Reflecting relatively tight com- 
mercial credit, rediscounts and simi- 
lar advances from the National Bank 
to other banks expanded steadily, in- 
creasing about 15 percent to 62 million 
pesos on March 31. The National 
Bank’s net advances to the State, 
secured by Treasury notes, were cur- 
tailed as revenue collections improved, 
but this contraction was more than 
offset by increased public-bond hold- 
ings, both in the National Bank’s port- 
foo and for the State’s account. 


Private-Bank Deposits Up 

Provisional data show that total de- 
posits in private banks increased by 
about 5 percent over the quarter to 
790 million pesos. The money supply, 
considered for this purpose to be total 
deposits plus peso notes in circula- 
tion, increased almost 3 percent. A 
seasonal increase of virtually the same 
magnitude occurred in the first quar- 
ter of 1955. As compared with a year 
ago, the money supply was up about 
5 percent, a modest increase when 
compared with the significant im- 
provement in national income. 

Reflecting that improvement, the 
volume of clearings in Havana, exclu- 
sive of official transactions, was at the 
highest level in the past quarter of 
any quarter on record, over 17 percent 
above the corresponding period last 
year. In part, this gain represents 
the secular trend toward ever-in- 
creasing utilization of modern bank- 
ing facilities, but an increase of this 
magnitude is considered to show sub- 
stantial improvement in national in- 
come. Draft collections still were rela- 
tively slow in January, but improve- 
ment was marked during the re- 
mainder of the quarter and collections 
are now considered to be generally 
satisfactory. 

Indications are that budget receipts 
in the past quarter were very satisfac- 
tory, probably the best since the first 
quarter of 1952. Gains were significant 
in customs revenues, sales and con- 
sumption taxes, and income and 
profits taxes. Receipts are estimated 
to have exceeded expenditures by 
about 20 million pesos, enough to com- 
pensate for the deficit of about 15 
million recorded in the first half of 
the fiscal year and perhaps to meet 
the small deficit expected during 
the final quarter. The outlook is 
promising for 1955-56 to have the first 
virtually balanced budget since 1951- 
52. ' 

The Government’s public-works pro- 
gram was slowed seasonally as pro- 
duction of the 1956 sugar crop took 
up much of the economy’s slack. The 
allocation of funds to additional proj- 
ects went forward however, and a 
large-scale revival of public-works 


lran Has... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


ing 14 percent, followed by the Soviet 
Union, 13.9 percent, France, 10 per- 
cent, and Italy and the United States, 
8.5 percent each. 

Prices affecting the cost of living de- 
clined moderately during the last 6 
months of the year in contrast to al- 
most continuous increases previously, 

Record wheat and barley crops of 2.3 
million metric tons and 880,000 metric 
tons, respectively, were produced, but 
the 1955 rice crop was below normal 
despite increased plantings. Although 
cotton acreage in 1955 was some 50 
percent greater than in 1954, produc- 
tion was about the same—approxi- 


mately 60,000 metric tons. The tobacco - 


crop was normal. Almond, pistachio, 
olive, and apricot crops were 25, 20, 5, 
and 40 percent, respectively, below 
normal. 


Firms with previously awarded con- 
tracts were, under Iran’s development 
program, engaged mostly in setting up 
their organizations and initiating sur- 
veys. With the continuance of a 
stable political situation, 1956 prob- 
ably will witness the beginning of real 
progress in the Plan Organization’s 
highly publicized and long-awaited 
development program. 

In October, contracts were signed 
with three engineering firms—Ameri- 
can, French, and German—to super- 
vise the Plan Organization’s special 
improvement program which calls for 
construction of schools, hospitals, 
power networks, and water systems in 
cities and villages at the rate of $35 
million a year for 7 years. Under this 
program the country has been divided 
into three areas, with each firm re- 
sponsible for one area.—U. S. Emb., 
Tehran. 





activity is expected after the sugar 
harvest is completed. 


Although public works are strongly 
emphasized in the Government’s in- 
vestment program, indications are 
that a change may occur. The Na- 
tional Bank announced in January a 
new program aimed at promoting and 
facilitating long-term credit for in- 
dustrial expansion and modernization, 
which may lead to more productive 
utilization of public credit. More re- 
cently, President Batista stated at a 
press conference that he was devoting 
a major part of his time to studying 
a revision of the Government’s public 
investment program.—U. S. Emb., 
Havana. 





Western European winter grain 
crops were seriously damaged by the 
unusually cold weather in February, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


Greatest damage reportedly occur- 
red in France, Belgium, and the Neth- 
erlands. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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World Rubber Production, 
Use Decline in March 


World production of natural rubber 
totaled 127,500 long tons in March 
1956, compared with 140,000 tons in 
March 1955, according to estimates of 
the wera of the International 
Rubber Study Group, the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, has an- 
nounced. 

Output in the first 3 months of this 
year was estimated at 402,500 tons, 
down 8.5 percent from the 440,000 
tons estimated for the like period of 
1955. 

World consumption of natural rub- 
ber was placed at 150,000 tons in 
March 1956, compared with 160,000 
tons in March a year ago. Consump- 
tion totaled 475,000 tons in the first 
3 months of 1956, as against 460,000 
tons in the like period of 1955. Esti- 
mated imports into Russia and China 
included in these figures amounted 
to 11,600 tons in March 1956, 17,250 
tons in March 1955, 45,000 tons in 
January-March 1956, and 15,000 tons 
in January-March 1955. 


World Stocks Down 


World stocks of natural rubber at 
the end of March 1956 were placed 
at 805,000 tons, down 82,500 tons from 
the December 31, 1955, position. This 
amount consists of 227,500 tons in pro- 
ducing countries, 402,500 tons in con- 
suming countries—excluding Russian 
and Chinese stocks, and Government 
stocks in the United States and the 
United Kingdom—and 175,000 tons 
afloat. 

Synthetic-rubber operations in 
March 1956 excluding iron-curtain 
countries were as follows: Production, 
105,000 tons; consumption, 95,000 tons; 
and end-of-month stocks, 202,500 tons, 
up 12,500 tons from the December 31, 
1955 position. Production for March 
1955 was 88,251 tons and consumption, 
90,000 tons. Output for the first 3 
months of 1956 was estimated at 307,- 
500 tons and consumption, 287,500 
tons; figures for the corresponding 
period of 1955 were 243,404 tons and 
247,500 tons, respectively. 


World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 762,500 tons 
in the first 3 months of 1956, com- 
pared with 707,500 tons in the like 
period a year ago. U.S. consumption 
rose slightly from 381,544 tons to 
385,635 tons, while foreign consump- 
tion, excluding Russia and China, in- 
creased 6.7 percent—from 311,000 tons 
to 331,900 tons. 





Italian rice farmers are being al- 
loted acreage quotas for the 1956 rice 
crop now being seeded, according to 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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TV Sales Boom in West Germany 


Registered TV receivers in West 
Germany and West Berlin rose from 
84,278 to 283,750 in 1955, exceeding the 
TV trade and industry’s most optimis- 
tic expectations. 

The boom is expected to continue, 
with the possibility of exceeding 800,- 
000 receiver registrations by the end 
of 1956. Accurate figures are not avail- 
able on the number of clandestine— 
unregistered—TV receivers in Ger- 
many, although estimates range from 
20 to 30 percent of total registration. 

From 300,000 to 350,000 TV receivers, 
including 19,000 for export, were 
manufactured in the Federal Republic 
in 1955. A buying trend for the 14- 
inch screen has changed to 17- and 
21-inch screens. Receiver prices have 
been reduced substantially. One firm 
has developed a low-cost receiver de- 
signed te operate in areas of high- 
field strength near the transmitter. 

One single daily program of 5 to 6 
hours duration is carried by all 28 
TV transmitters in the Federal Re- 
public. The size of the West German 
network audience is undetermined but 
is known to be in excess of 1 million. 
About 70 per cent of the population 
have good reception and by the end 
of 1956, about 80 percent of the popu- 
lation will be served. 


Fees Defray Service Cost 


TV service is financed by license 
fees charged for operation of receiv- 
ing sets. The monthly fee for TV 
service is 5 German marks in addi- 
tion to the monthly sound-receiving 
fee of 2 marks (4.20 German marks— 
US$1). 

TV service is provided by 8 non- 
profit broadcasting agencies operat- 
ing on their own charters and estab- 
lished on an area basis as follows: 
Westdeutscher Rundfunk, Norddeut- 
scher Rundfunk, Hessicher Rundfunk, 
Suedwestfunk, Bayrischer Rundfunk, 
Sueddeutscher Rundfunk, Sender 
Freies Berlin, and Radio Bremen. 
Each agency operates one or more 
transmitters, and most of them con- 
tribute to the network programs 
roughly in proportion to the number 
of registered receivers in their respec- 
tive areas. A 625-line system is now 
in use with the following character- 
istics: Channel width, 7 mc.; field fre- 
quency, 25 cycles per second; frame 
frequency, 50 cycles per second; and 
sound modulation, FM. 


Color TV Costs Prohibitive 


German engineers and industry 
agree that, because of additional high 
costs of transmitters and receivers, 
color television cannot be introduced 
in the near future. The possibility of 
a future color TV service must be 
considered, however, in current plan- 


ing, such as in frequency allocations 
and equipment design. 


The existing German TV receiving 
sets are constructed for reception in 
bands I—41-68 mc.—and III—174-223 
mc.—in which the single program of 
the interconnected broadcasters is 
transmitted. If a future color TV 
service—as a second program—is to 
be transmitted in another band, the 
receivers would have to. be equipped 
for such reception. 


Strong efforts are being made to 
promote commercial TV in the Fed- 
eral Republic. Large sectors of the 
public oppose such a service, and 
officials of broadcasting agencies ap- 
parently are, divided on the question. 
Some of them envisage the continu- 
ation of their normal programs while 
selling additional time to commercial 
sponsors. Vigorous proponents of com- 
mercial TV, on the other hand, hope 
ultimately to establish their own net- 
work of TV transmitters and thus be- 
come independent of broadcasting 
agencies. 

The Bayerischer Rundfunk an- 
nounced that it will introduce com- 
mercial TV about October 1, and that 
it intends to form and control a com- 
pany in which industry and adver- 
tisers will participate. 





Use of Petroleum Products Up 


In South, South West Africa 


South African and South West 
African consumption of petroleum 
products in 1955 totaled 781.8 million 
imperial gallons, exceeding 1954 con- 
sumption by 51 million gallons. 


Marked increases occurred in gaso- 
line consumption for the steadily 
growing number of motorcars and in 
diesel-oil consumption for tractors, the 
latter representing a departure from 
the standard use of kerosene. Com- 
sumption is expected to continue its 
upward trend in 1956. 


A French company, Compagne Fran- 
caise des Petroles, plans to market 
petroleum products in the Union by 
June 1956 and to build service stations 
throughout the Union. 

Plans for marketing petroleum 
products from the oil-from-coal plant 
of the South African Coal and Gas 
Corp. (SASOL), located 56 miles south 
of Johannesburg, have been delayed 
because of technical operation diffi- 
culties resulting in extended delays 
and low production.—U. S. Cons.Gen., 
Cape Town. 





Spain plans to build a 220-kilovolt 
transmission line between San Este- 
ban, Orense Province, and France. 
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Electronics Production — 
In Japan Rises in 1955 


Japanese electronics production has 
increased in value from about $106 
million in 1954 to $132.5 million in 
1955, largely the result of expanding 
production of consumer items, such 
as TV receivers, home-type radio re- 
ceivers, TV picture tubes, and receiv- 
ing tubes. 

Production of electronic equipment 
for use in communications and com- 
mercial applications showed a tend- 
ency to decrease. 


Japan began producing TV receivers 
in 1952, when 189 sets were manufac- 
tured. Official data show that output 
expanded rapidly to 14,000 sets in 1953, 
31,000 in 1954, and 137,000 in 1955. 
Japanese manufacture of TV receivers 
has been largely for domestic con- 
sumption as no significant quantities 
have been exported through 1955. Im- 
ports of about 15,000 TV sets were 
permitted in 1953, mostly from the 
United States, but total imports were 
reduced sharply to 1,427 sets in 1954 
and 402 in 1955. 


Five TV broadcasting stations were 
operating in Japan at the end of 1955 
and two were under construction. 
About 30 new stations are planned in 
the next 5 years. An estimated 200.- 
000 TV receivers were in use at the end 
of 1955. 


Japanese production of home radio 
receivers increased from 1,395,000 sets 
in 1954 to 1,789,000 in 1955. Exports 
in the period 1952-54 ranged from 5,174 
to 6,546 sets, but the 1955 export total 
jumped sharply to 91,846 radio sets. 
A similar increase occurred in exports 
of vacuum tubes for receivers. Only 
231 radio sets were imported into 
Japan in 1955. 


U. 8S. Buys Low-Price Radios 


Large quantities of extremely low- 
priced, 3- and 4-tube Japanese radio 
sets were shipped to the United States 
in late 1955, principally for use in 
department store promotional sales. 
U. 8S. imports from Japan of radio 
apparatus and parts were valued at 
$232,035 in 1955, of which $196,178, 


or 85 percent, was received in the last 
3 months of the year. 

A declining rate of Japanese pro- 
duction is indicated for transmitting 
tubes and other power tubes required 
in a wide variety of types and sizes. 
Japanese imports of such tubes, sup- 
plied chiefly by the United States, in- 
creased in value from $883,000 in 1954 
to $2,301,000 in 1955. 


Full-Scale Synthetic Rubber 


Plants To Be Built in U. K. 


The first full-scale plants to make 
synthetic rubber in the United King- 
dom are to be erected at Fawley, 
Hampshire, the Esso Petroleum Co. 
has announced. 

Construction plans for the new plant 
at Esso’s refinery at Fawley are well 
advanced. The plant will produce sup- 
plies of butadiene which will be fed 
into a new £5-million factory soon to 
be built on an adjacent site by the 
International Synthetic Rubber Co. 

The proposed factory will save the 
United Kingdom about $30 million a 
year in foreign exchange by producing 
50,000 tons of GS-R rubber annually, 
approximately the equivalent of the 
current volume of Britain’s imports of 
this type of rubber from the United 
States, Esso Petroleum states—vU. S. 
Emb., London. 








Three New Firms in Brazil 
Make Telephone Equipment 


Brazil has three new manufacturers 
of telephone equipment. The Auto- 
matic Telephone & Electric Co., Ltd., 
has formed a new company in Sao 
Paulo, ATE Telefonos Automaticos do 
Brasil, with a capital of 50 million 
cruzeiros. 

The Ericsson do Brazil, Comercio e 
Industria S.A. is already producing 
telephone instruments at the rate of 
50,000 a year in its plant, which 
opened in April 1955, at Sao Jose dos 
Campos, Sao Paulo. 

The Siemens do Brasil-Cia. de Elec- 
tricidade is importing equipment from 
Germany to manufacture automatic 
PAX and PBX telephone switch- 
boards, in addition to its line of trans- 
formers and meters, with technical 
and financial assistance supplied by 
German firms.—U. S. Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro. 


— 


British Firms Produce 
60 Million Records 


The British phonograph-record in- 
dustry produced 60 million records 
in 1955, about 20 percent more than 
the 1954 total, and press reports point 
to continued expansion. 

Pye Records, registered as a new 
private company, will manufacture 
and distribute phonograph records. 
The new firm is a consolidation of 
phonograph-record interests of the 
Pye group—Pye, Ltd., affiliates—in 
preparation for further expansion. Pye 
entered the phonograph-record indus- 
try in September 1953, when it 
acquired an interest in Nixa. Four 
labels now are issued by the group— 
Nixa, Mercury, EmArcy, and Vanguard 
—the last three under licensing ar- 
rangements with U. S. firms. Cur- 
rently Pye records are pressed under 
contract, but under new arrangements 
Pye expects to operate its own facil- 
ities for central production of records. 

Keith Prowse, one of the largest 
retailers of phonograph records in 
Britain, reportedly plans to start man- 
ufacturing records and will probably 
import the pressing equipment re- 
quired. Microgroove records will be 
produced, 3344-r. p. m. long playing, 
and 45-r. p. m. 7-inch discs, excluding 
shellac records. This firm expects to 
make records under license from com- 
panies in Britain, United States, and 
the European Continent.—U. S. Emb., 
London. 
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